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The  X  X  mean  that  The  Outlook  of  Missions  begins  its 
Tu^enfieth  Year  with  the  January  Number 
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To  all  the  Subscribers  we  extend  our  Hearty  Thanks  for 
their  support  in  making  possible  this  Missionary  Magazine  of 
the  Reformed  Church. 
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XX 

The  Outlook  of  Missions  is  nearing  a  cash  basis,  and  this 
is  a  remarkable  achievement  for  a  Church  publication. 

XX 
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And  now,  we  wish  to  ask  a  favor  of  all  our  readers,  that  they 
help  us  to  largely  increase  the  Subscription  List.  A  new  sub- 
scriber from  an  old  subscriber  will  do  it.  Thanks! 

The  Editors. 
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"Through  all  the  changing  years  of  our  lives 
and  through  mankind's  long  history  on  the 
earth  the  one  constant  thing  is  the  fatherly  will 
of  God." 


Whoever  v^akens  on  a  day, 
Happy  to  know  and  be  ...  . 

Already  his  enraptured  soul 
Lives  in  eternity. 

— Bliss  Carmen. 


"Our  soul  would  begin  the  new  year  fresh- 
ened and  cleansed  and  righted  in  its  relation  to 
all  other  souls,  and  newly  inspired  to  undertake 
its  own  task  with  purpose  and  hope." 


The  worship  of  the  highest  and  best,  the 
Christian  conception  of  God,  is  one  of  the  most 
potent  factors  in  a  man's  realization  of  his  per- 
fect self.  — H.  H.  Tweedy. 


We  should  stand  often  against  the  sun — 
And  what  of  the  work  if  it  isn't  done? 

— James  Hearst. 


All  life  takes  courage.  It  would  not  be  worth 
much  if  it  did  not  demand  courage.  But  moral 
courage  is  a  splendid  thing. 

— Floyd  W.  Tompkins. 


What  we  need  to  do  is  to  think  in  terms  of 
proportion  of  spiritual  values  if  we  are  to 
achieve  the  ends  that  Jesus  sets  before  us  here. 

— E.  G.  MULLINS. 


We  crave  the  gifts  of  simpler  days, 

The  culture  of  the  wilderness, 

The  wisdom  of  the  wood, 
The  courage  of  the  lonely  ways, 
The  brooding  thought,  love's  eagerness. 

The  grace  of  hardihood. 

— Frank  Mason  North. 


I  bless  God  that  I  can  enjoy  some  things  that 
I  cannot  understand.         — James  I.  Vance. 


Any  fretfulness,  bitterness  or  melancholy  on 
our  part  woefully  discredits  our  religion. 

— W.  L.  Watkinson. 


A  faith  that  has  no  patience  is  a  tree  that  has 
no  fruit,  an  organ  that  has  no  music,  a  bird  that 
has  no  wings ;  a  complete  contradiction  in  terms. 

— Joseph  Parker. 


But  this  I'd  have  him  keep 

Down  to  the  last, 
Faith  when  the  road  is  steep. 
Faith  when  his  eyes  must  weep. 

Holding  it  fast. 

— Edgar  A.  Guest. 


The  committal  of  faith  and  the  attitude  of 
abandonment  to  God  are  the  conditions  of  high- 
est blessing  and  most  certain  divine  interposi- 
tion. —A.  B.  Simpson. 


The  consciousness  of  Christ  is  essentially  the 
healing  consciousness.  Through  it  God  can  do 
all  things ;  can  bring  mighty  miracles  to  pass. 

— Van  Rensselaer  Gibson. 


"Onward  souls  eternal, 
Rise  in  Spirit's  might. 
Rise  to  endless  glory. 
Power  and  majesty." 


"The  work  that  we  have  builded  .  .  .  . 
"Will  not  perish  with  our  years." 


Teach  us  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive; better  to  forget  ourselves  than  to  put 
ourselves  forward ;  better  to  minister  than  to 
be  ministered  unto.  — Henry  Aleord. 


MAY  our  heart  and  life  be  absolutely  sincere  and  open  to  Thine  eye,  and  may  we  live  in  the 
Spirit  and  walk  in  the  Spirit  that  we  may  not  yield  to  sin!    In  Christ's  name.  Amen. 
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The  Spirit  of  Jonah  and  the  Work  of  Missions 

By  Ai.le:n  R.  Barthoi.ome:w,  D.D. 


THE  book  of  Jonah  is  a  little  Gospel  in 
itself.  The  name  Jonah  signifies 
"'a  dove."  This  may  denote  the  character 
of  the  prophet,  or  it  may  refer  to  the 
nature  of  the  prophecy.  The  story  of 
Jonah  appears  in  the  sacred  record  at  a 
time  when  the  Hebrew  nation  was  facing 
the  problem  of  its  relation  to  the  other 
nations  in  the  world.  Had  Israel  the  right 
to  a  monopoly  of  the  divine  mercy,  or  had 
the  time  come  when  they  were  to  share 
the  blessings  of  God  with  the  Gentiles? 
Evidently  the  author  of  this  book  lived 
in  an  age  when  his  race  was  exclusive  and 
hostile  towards  other  races.  The  wall  of 
separation  was  built  high  and  strong. 
There  is  an  absence  of  the  passion  for 
souls  as  voiced  by  the  prophet  Isaiah.  On 
the  contrary  we  find  the  prevailing  desire 
to  see  their  heathen  foes  overthrown  by 
the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  believing  that 
this  was  necessary  to  the  permanency  of 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

This  book  of  Jonah  was  to  teach  the 
divine  plan  of  salvation  and  to  serve  as 
a  protest  against  Israel  who  were  narrow- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  divine  kingdom 
of  grace.  God  here  shows  His  love  for 
the  heathen  by  sending  them  a  direct  mes- 
senger. We  have  here  set  forth  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  Christianity  in 
simple  and  forcible  terms.  The  Book  of 
Jonah  bristles  with  great  prophetic  truths 
concerning  the  expansion  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  through  the  Hebrew  race.  They 
were  to  be  the  missionary  of  love,  for- 
giveness and  hope  to  the  outcast  inhabi- 
tants of  the  abject  nations. 

God   singled   out   the  great   city  of 


Nineveh  as  the  mission  field  for  the 
prophet  Jonah.  It  was  a  city  vast  in  ex- 
tent, and  as  bad  as  it  was  big.  The 
wickedness  of  the  people  had  come  up 
before  God,  but  He  had  pity  on  them. 
The  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jonah  and 
he  was  to  go  on  an  errand  of  mercy  to  this 
great  heathen  city.  Instead  of  heeding 
the  voice  of  God  he  rose  up  to  flee  from 
His  presence. 

Why  did  the  prophet  Jonah  evade  the 
divine  commission,  to  go  and  preach  ?  His 
motive  was  fear,  not  so  much  the  fear  of 
man,  but  the  fear  that  Jehovah  might 
have  mercy  and  compassion  on  the  cor- 
rupt and  rebellious  Ninevites.  Some 
writers  have  sought  to  justify  Jonah  by 
agreeing  that  he  was  afraid  he  might 
prove  to  be  "a  prophet  of  lies."  Others 
will  have  it  that  Jonah  did  not  care  to 
save  a  people  who  were  the  known 
enemies  of  Israel  and  bent  on  their  de- 
struction. Still  others  claim  that  Jonah 
was  afraid  that  the  Ninevites  would  re- 
pent at  the  preaching  of  a  single  prophet 
and  thus  put  to  shame  the  Israelites  who 
did  not  repent  in  spite  of  the  preaching  of 
many  prophets. 

The  hesitation  and  flight  of  Jonah,  no 
less  than  his  words,  confirm  the  fact  that 
he  was  reluctant  to  make  known  to  a 
heathen  people  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
and  living  God.  One  cannot  feel  that 
Jonah  at  heart  was  a  moral  coward, 
rather  than  go  in  the  path  of  duty,  where 
lay  the  path  of  safety,  he  will  sidestep 
and  follow  the  bent  of  his  own  fearful 
mind.  We  all  know  the  results,  this  ele- 
ment of  fear  enters  very  largely  into  the 
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thought-life  of  men  and  women  in  every 
age.  There  is  a  bit  of  humor  about  it 
all.  Some  people  are  afraid  that  they  are 
so  unlike  everybody  else,  or  they  fear  of 
being  too  much  like  everybody  else.  We 
do  well  to  look  into  our  own  hearts  and 
see  how  great  a  part  fear  plays  in  our 
thoughts,  words  and  deeds.  One  of  the 
great  needs  in  our  day  is  the  simple 
matter  of  a  fearless  loyalty  to  God  and 
His  word.  The  most  evident  influence 
that  retards  the  missionary  work  is  the 
venom  of  fear  in  the  hearts  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church.  Our  sons  and  daugh- 
ters are  afraid  to  obey  the  call  of  God  and 
cross  the  seas  and  land  on  distant  shores. 
Who  does  not  know  parents  that  encour- 
age this  fear  in  their  children  by  their 
own  unholy  attitude  towards  the  work  of 
Christian  missions. 

In  the  providence  of  God  Jonah  was  to 
be  the  first  foreign  missionary  of  the 
world.  Among  all  the  heralds  of  the  great 
salvation  he  shall  occupy  a  foremost  place. 
Alas !  he  was  blind  to  his  own  interest  no 
less  than  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Nineveh.  His  selfish  heart  forbade 
him  go  and  preach  and  do  good  to  that 
heathen  city. 

The  boundless  limits  of  the  divine  love 
shine  forth  in  the  call  of  God  to  this  dis- 
obedient messenger  of  His  mercy  to  per- 
ishing souls.  That  love  crosses  the 
borders  of  Israel  and  offers  salvation  to 
aJl  unto  "the  ends  of  the  earth."  It  is  the 
early  voicing  of  the  Great  Commission: 
"Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature."  It  opens  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers.  The 
call  of  Jonah  "Arise,  go  to  Nineveh,"  was 
the  first  step  in  the  great  march  of  world- 
wide missions.  God  meant  to  teach  the 
prophet,  and  all  of  us,  that  His  love, 
mercy  and  grace  knew  of  no  limits  in  the 
plan  of  human  redemption.  The  extent 
of  man's  efforts  to  publish  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  salvation  shall  be,  high  as  heaven, 
deep  as  hell,  and  wide  as  the  world. 
When  we  place  the  unknown  limits  of 
God's  love  and  mercy  by  the  side  of  the 
selfish  action  of  Jonah,  how  unworthy  the 
prophet  appears  of  the  call  and  the 
mission ! 

How  does  the  Church  of  God  in 
America  think,  and  feel,  and  act  towards 


the  people  who  dwell  in  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth?  There  are  Christians, 
in  these  latter  days,  who  voice  an  attitude 
not  unlike  that  of  Jonah  towards  the  in- 
habitants of  Japan,  China,  India.  Africa 
and  the  isles  of  the  sea.  They  still  regard 
these  stranger  nations  of  the  world  as 
being  outside  the  sphere  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  They  cannot  see  the  worth  of 
souls  in  the  non-Christian  lands.  They 
can  see  no  advantage  by  giving  the  Gospel 
to  the  people  of  a  different  color,  cast  or 
clan.  They  look  upon  the  divine  King- 
dom as  their  own  special  inheritance.  They 
build  a  wall  around  their  little  denomina- 
tion with  no  thought  or  concern  for  the 
''other  sheep"  of  whom  the  Saviour  spoke 
and  who  He  taught  had  also  a  place  in 
the  House  of  Israel. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  when  the 
Christians  of  America  were  in  need  of 
the  missionary  message  of  Jonah,  that 
time  is  now.  The  physical  barriers  be- 
tween the  nations  are  down.  We  can  go 
by  train  and  steamer  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  but  still  we  are  slow  of  heart  to 
believe  that  our  God  is  the  God  of  every 
kindred,  tribe  and  tongue  under  the  sun. 
In  the  presence  of  all  the  religious  bigotry 
in  the  hearts  of  men,  it  is  a  great  thing  to 
discover  in  the  Old  Testament,  already  in 
the  days  of  man's  ignorance,  the  revela- 
tion of  a  message  from  God  that  includes 
all  men  in  its  gracious  folds. 

In  that  thought-provoking  book,  "The 
Crisis  of  the  Churches,"  the  author  tells 
us  that  the  word  "Nineveh"  comes  from 
the  root  Nish  which  means  fish,  and  that 
Nineveh  was  the  great  fish  that  swallowed 
Israel.  He  also  says  that  the  churches  of 
today  are  in  the  same  position  as  was 
Jonah  after  his  great  deliverance  from  the 
perils  of  the  great  deep.  The  mercy  of 
God,  which  gave  to  the  rebeUious  prophet 
another  opportunity  after  his  first  refusal 
to  go  and  preach  to  the  Ninevites,  may  be 
said  to  be  ours  today.  A  new  opportunity 
is  opening  before  us,  and  we  may  redeem 
ourselves  or  repeat  the  tragedy  of  the 
Jewish  Church. 

In  a  certain  sense,  Jonah  is  a  modern 
figure  because  he  is  a  revelation  of  the 
human  heart.  His  experience  is  a  parable 
of  the  selfish  feelings  that  crop  out  in  the 
attitude  of  members  of  one  denomination 
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towards  those  of  other  denominations. 
The  Jews  had  no  dealings  with  the  Sam- 
aritans. Have  the  Protestants  any  kindher 
feeHngs  towards  the  Roman  CathoHcs? 
Do  you  love  a  Baptist  or  a  Methodist  as 
much  as  you  love  those  of  your  own 
Church?  If  not,  why  not?  He  indeed 
must  be  a  thankless  soul  who  is  not  grate- 


ful for  the  church  that  nurtures,  protects 
and  comforts  him.  Let  us  thank  God  for 
the  Church  of  our  Fathers.  But  through 
its  open  door  let  us  look  out  upon  the 
great  world  with  its  teeming  millions  and 
give  no  rest  to  our  souls  until  they,  too, 
become  a  part  of  the  Israel  of  God. 


Summer  Missionary  Conferences 

A.  V.  Casselman 


VERY  frequently  we  find  it  of  especial 
interest  to  look  at  a  picture  of  the 
far  north,  with  its  floating  ice  and  abun- 
dant snow,  when  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
the  oppressive  heat  of  summer  time. 
Then,  too,  we  find  it  interesting  on  occa- 
sions in  the  midst  of  the  winter  to  look 
at  pictures  of  blooming  flowers  and  leafy 
woods  and  the  pleasures  of  ''the  good  old 
summer  time."  It  is  with  dependence 
upon  some  such  psychology  as  this  that 
the  theme  of  the  Summer  Missionary 
Conferences  is  set  forth  in  this  particular 
issue  of  The  Outlook  of  Missions. 

At  the  time  when  the  reports  of  the 
Summer  Missionary  Conferences  should 


have  been  made  to  the  readers  of  The 
Outlook  of  Missions,  the  person  who 
should  have  made  them  was  physically 
incapacitated  from  doing  so  as  the  result 
of  these  very  missionary  conferences. 
Someone  said  that  the  Collegeville  Con- 
ference last  year  was  not  a  "Summer 
Missionary  Conference,"  but  that  it  was 
a  "Fall  Missionary  Conference."  The  wife 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Conference  had 
a  very  serious  fall  on  the  athletic  field ; 
one  of  the  delegates  sustained  a  very 
serious  injury  which  necessitated  imme- 
diate hospital  treatment  by  falling  down 
one  of  the  steps  of  one  of  the  dormitories ; 
and  the  Missionary  Education  Secretary, 
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while  hurrying  across  the  back  campus  in 
the  darkness  to  join  the  fun  at  a  ''doggie 
roast,"  dropped  into  a  five- foot  trench, 
the  immediate  resuh  of  which  was  three 
broken  ribs  and  a  subsequent  sojourn  in 
the  hospital  after  the  Summer  Missionary 
Conferences  were  over.  Later  issues  of 
The  Outlook  oe  Missions  were  so  filled 
with  other  timely  matter  of  special  impor- 
tance to  the  particular  month  that  a 
detailed  record  of  the  Summer  Confer- 
ences was  out  of  the  question  on  account 
of  lack  of  space.  This  abbreviated  and 
belated  account  of  last  year's  Conferences 
is  herewith  presented  for  the  purpose 
mainly  of  calling  attention  to  the  Confer- 
ences of  the  coming  year.  Perhaps  by 
noting  some  of  the  good  things  of  last 
summer's  Conferences,  we  may  be  able  to 
get  an  early  and  enthusiastic  start  for  the 
Conferences  of  the  coming  summer. 

Last  summer's  Conferences  are  char- 
acterized by  several  outstanding  facts : 
The  first  one  of  these  is  that,  with  the 
exception  of  two  Conferences,  they  were 
all  larger  than  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  folks  of  the  Mission  House  Confer- 
ence wxre  especially  cheered  by  the  splen- 
did attendance  at  that  Conference,  it  being 
the  largest  they  have  ever  had.  The  Con- 
ferences vary  from  year  to  year.  There 
are  always  some  Conferences  smaller  than 
the  preceding  year,  and  some  larger,  but 
last  year  was  exceptional  in  the  fact  that 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  Conferences 
registered  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
delegates. 


i\nother  characteristic  of  last  year's 
Conferences  was  the  fact  that  delegates, 
for  the  most  part,  came  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Conference  and  stayed  through  to 
the  end.  The  North  Carolina  Conference 
at  Catawba  College,  for  instance,  reports 
thus  :  "The  full  time  registration  amounted 
to  175,  most  of  whom  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  Conference.  We  had  as 
many  people  for  the  last  meal,  Friday 
dinner,  as  for  any  other  meal  during  the 
week,  except  Sunday.  The  classroom 
work  and  attendance  was  of  high  order." 
The  day  of  large  visiting  delegations  for 
special  sessions  is  happily  over.  The  Con- 
ference work  is  really  done  by  people  who 
come  and  stay  for  the  entire  Conference 
period. 

Another  characteristic  of  the  Confer- 
ences last  year  which  was  very  encourag- 
ing to  the  officials  who  have  been  in 
charge  is  the  fact  that  more  congregations 
were  represented  in  the  delegations  last 
year  than  ever  before.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  The  ideal  Conference 
is  composed  not  of  huge  competitive  dele- 
gations from  a  few  influential  congrega- 
tions or  cities,  but  of  well-selected  and 
purposeful  delegates  from  every  congre- 
gation in  the  whole  conference  territory. 

The  theme  last  year  was  an  exceptional 
one,  necessitating  some  radical  changes  in 
the  practical  make-up  of  the  Conferences. 
There  were  no  Home  Mission  classes, 
and  no  Foreign  Mission  classes.  The 
theme  was  a  general  one  of  the  whole 
missionary  enterprise,  called,  ''The  Essen- 
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Faculty  of  Bethany  Park  Conference,  1927 


tially  Missionary  Character  of  Christian- 
ity." This  general  theme  should  prove  to 
be  a  fine  foundation  for  the  Conference 
themes  of  this  year  and  next  year. 

Let  us  look  now  toward  the  Confer- 
ences of  1928.  It  is  not  too  early  to  think 
about  them  and  to  begin  to  plan  for  them. 

Home  Missions  will  receive  especial 
emphasis  at  the  Conferences  during  this 
coming  summer.  The  Home  Mission 
topic  will  be  a  general  presentation  of  the 
whole  home  missionary  project.  The  his- 
tory of  Home  Missions  in  America  will 
be  reviewed,  the  present  situation  ana- 
lyzed, and  an  attempt  made  to  give  an 
ecclesiastical  answer  to  the  question, 
''Where  do  we  go  from  here?"  There 
will  be  a  general  book  for  adults  present- 
ing a  re-statement  of  Home  Missions 
today  in  concrete  terms  through  descrip- 
tions of  a  number  of  typical  enterprises 
and  a  reinterpretation  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sion task  in  the  light  of  the  total  task 
facing  Christian  forces  in  America.  In 
addition  to  this  book  there  will  be  a  book 
for  young  people,  planned  specifically  for 


youth  of  high-school  age,  on  Home  Mis- 
sions against  the  background  of  the  whole 
Christian  enterprise  in  America  today  and 
of  American  influence  in  the  world's  life. 
For  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  intermediate 
department  there  will  be  a  course  con- 
taining projects  of  study  and  service  on 
various  phases  of  the  home  missionary 
enterprise  by  the  author  of  "Carrying  the 
Christian  Message."  The  primary  and 
junior  children  will  have  a  set  of  bio- 
graphical sketches  and  stories  of  great 
home  missionaries.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  juniors  will  have  a  special  course  on 
the  Children  of  Alaska.  In  addition  to 
this  whole  series  of  interdenominational 
material,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
will  issue  a  Home  Mission  Handbook, 
which  will  be  used  in  all  of  the  classes  of 
the  Conferences.  All  in  all,  we  should 
have  a  great  summer  for  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary enterprise. 

The  Foreign  Mission  theme  will  be 
''Africa,"  that  great  continent  whose  mod- 
ern life  is  just  beginning  and  whose  mar- 
velous worth  is  just  being  realized.  The 


8 


The:  OutIvOOk  of  Missions 


[January, 


world  is  bound  to  be  influenced  to  no 
small  degree  by  the  life  forces  and  pur- 
poses which  prevail  in  Africa.  Because 
we  have  no  missions  in  Africa,  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Church  are  not  as  well 
informed  on  the  subject  as  they  ought  to 
be ;  but,  just  because  we  have  no  mis- 
sions in  Africa  is  a  very  special  reason 
why  we  should  make  a  special  effort  to 
know  about  this  great  growing  continent. 
There  will  be  much  splendid  material 
presented  to  the  churches  on  Africa  this 
year.  The  book  for  adults  and  more 
advanced  young  people  is  entitled,  *'The 
New  Africa,"  and  shows  the  changes  that 
have  come  into  African  life  through  the 
penetration  of  the  continent  by  western 
influences  and  presents  in  a  challenging 
manner  the  facts  regarding  the  Christian 
movement  today  and  the  needs  in  the 
future.  In  addition,  there  will  be  a  vol- 
ume of  biographical  sketches  of  outstand- 
ing Africans  representing  dififerent  per- 
iods of  history  and  various  phases  of  life, 
including  some  of  the  great  personalities 


that  have  emerged  among  the  Christians. 
Then,  too,  there  will  be  a  unique  book  the 
like  of  which  we  have  not  had  formerly 
on  any  country.  It  is  a  book  written  by 
a  group  of  African  Christians  on  the  life 
and  problems  of  the  Church  in  Africa. 
The  boys  and  girls  of  the  Church  are 
especially  favored  by  a  new  book  from 
the  pen  of  that  most  interesting  writer 
for  boys  and  girls,  Basil  Mathews, 
entitled,  "Black  Treasure."  This  book 
stresses  the  interdependence  of  Africa 
and  the  west  and  shows  through  concrete 
illustrations  and  character  sketches  the 
quality  of  African  youth  of  today.  In 
addition  to  this,  there  will  be  a  collection 
of  short,  true  stories  of  African  hfe  and 
Christian  work  by  various  authors.  The 
usual  stories  will  be  prepared  for  the 
children  of  the  junior  and  primary  age. 

It  is  the  plan  of  the  Department  of 
Missionary  Education  to  secure  an  early 
interest  in  the  Conferences  this  year.  The 
cooperation  of  all  missionary-minded 
leaders  of  the  Church  is  earnestly  sought. 


Missionaries  and  Politics 

Dr.  IVarnshuis  speaks  not  only  from  his  authority  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council,  but  also  out  of  twenty  years'  experience  as  a  Mis- 
sionary in  China. 

By  Dr.  A.  L.  Warnshuis 


WHEREVER  he  may  go,  the  Ameri- 
can missionary  continues  to  be  an 
American  citizen.  A  naturalized  citizen 
may  lose  his  citizenship  by  prolonged  resi- 
dence in  a  foreign  state  unless  he  has 
taken  certain  steps  to  retain  it.  By  obtain- 
ing a  passport  and  by  registering  at 
American  consulates,  practically  all  such 
missionaries  do  retain  their  citizenship. 
The  native  citizen  can  divest  himself  of 
his  citizenship,  if  he  should  choose  to  do 
so,  only  in  countries  that  have  naturaliza- 
tion laws  by  becoming  a  citizen  of  such  a 
state.  He  could  do  this  in  British,  French, 
and  some  other  countries  by  complying 
with  the  laws  of  those  countries.  He  can- 
not do  so  in  Japan  or  China  and  other 
countries  that  have  no  laws  for  the 
naturaHzation  of  aliens.  With  China  the 
United  States  has  a  reciprocal  treaty  made 
in  1868,  whereby  it  was  agreed  that  no 
naturalization  should  be  conferred  "upon 


citizens  of  the  United  States  in  China  nor 
upon  subjects  of  China  in  the  United 
States." 

An  American  citizen  cannot  contract 
out  of  some  of  the  duties  and  privileges 
of  citizenship  and  retain  others.  He  can- 
not be  partly  an  American  with  reference 
to  some  of  his  activities,  and  partly  a 
citizen  of  another  state  with  reference  to 
other  activities.  He  is  either  an  American 
citizen  or  he  is  not.  There  have  been 
opium  smugglers,  for  example,  in  China 
who  would  gladly  have  escaped  the  juris- 
diction of  American  courts  if  they  could 
have  done  so  simply  by  renouncing  their 
citizenship.  Missionaries  will  not  know- 
ingly classify  themselves  with  persons  of 
that  character.  In  international  relations 
and  law,  there  is  no  place  for  persons 
who  would  be  citizens  of  no  country. 

The  position  of  missionaries  in  terri- 
tories  under  his   home  government  is 
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similar  to  that  of  ministers  in  their  home 
lands.  This  would  be  true  of  American 
missionaries  in  the  Philippine  Islands  or 
the  other  island  possessions  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  British  missionaries  in  India 
and  the  British  colonies.  The  position  of 
ministers  of  the  churches  in  their  native 
lands  is  like  that  of  these  missionaries 
with  reference  to  the  public  discussion  of 
the  political  affairs  of  their  own  nation. 
It  is  not  easy  to  define  clearly  what  are 
the  functions  of  the  Church  in  relation  to 
politics.  There  are  many  duties  which  a 
Christian  man  should  fulfill  through  the 
family  and  the  state  and  as  an  individual 
citizen,  while  the  Church  should  cor^cen- 
trate  upon  those  tasks  that  are  most 
peculiar  to  it. 

In  lands  in  which  he  resides  as  an  alien, 
the  missionary  is  in  a  different  position. 
He  is  not  left  in  much  doubt  as  to  what 
is  expected  of  him.  In  general  terms,  he 
is  required  to  abstain  from  any  active 
participation  in  political  affairs.  The 
more  prominent  his  position  in  the  com- 
munity, the  more  strictly  will  that  prin- 
ciple be  applied.  The  representatives  of 
foreign  governments,  of  course,  must  very 
carefully  abstain  from  all  discussion  of 
the  politics  of  the  countries  in  which  they 
temporarily  reside.  If  they  forget  them- 
selves, they  immediately  become  persona 
non  grata,  and  are  promptly  recalled.  A 
private  citizen  may  have  somewhat  more 
freedom,  and  in  private  discussion  we 
often  listen  with  interest  to  the  expression 
of  the  views  of  a  disinterested  outsider. 
But  this  is  a  demonstration  of  generous 
tolerance  which  is  exhibited  just  so  long 
as  the  views  are  sympathetic  and  disinter- 
ested. Otherwise,  such  an  outsider  is  soon 
told  that  if  he  does  not  like  the  way  we 
manage  our  affairs  in  our  own  country 
he  can  go  home  to  his  own  place.  As 
aliens  in  other  lands,  American  mission- 
aries have  to  remember  that  they  are 
exactly  in  that  position.  They  are  more 
or  less  persons  of  prominence.  They  live 
in  the  limelight.  They  exercise  consider- 
able influence  in  the  community,  and  are 
constantly  seeking  in  rightful  ways  to 
broaden  and  strengthen  their  influence. 
For  them  to  engage  in  political  discus- 
i-^'ons,  either  for  or  against  the  govern- 
n:;^nt,  in  favor  of  one  or  another  political 


party,  is  to  do  that  against  which  there  is 
sure  to  be  strong  objection.  If  they  per- 
sist in  such  activities,  they  may  make 
themselves  liable  to  deportation.  They 
have  been  welcomed,  or  at  least  admitted, 
in  the  countries  to  which  they  go  as 
preachers  of  religion.  The  practical  appli- 
cation of  the  religious  principles  they 
teach  must  be  left  to  the  Christians  who 
are  natives  in  the  country  in  which  they 
live.  In  countries  where  there  is  a  strong 
government,  as  in  India  or  in  Japan,  this 
has  been  well  understood.  In  China  there 
has  not  been  the  same  carefulness.  In 
concrete  terms,  it  means  that  it  is  not 
proper  for  the  foreign  missionary  to  take 
sides  in  favor  of  one  party,  for  or  against 
the  militarists,  or  those  opposed  to  them, 
or  the  communists.  To  call  upon  foreign 
governments  to  intervene  for  or  against 
any  of  these  parties  is  to  trespass  very 
much  outside  the  bounds  of  his  rightful 
functions. 

In  relation  to  international  affairs,  the 
missionary  is  in  another  position.  So  far 
as  his  own  home  government  is  involved 
in  these  relations,  he  may,  if  he  chooses, 
exercise  the  right  of  every  citizen  in  a 
democracy  to  discuss  and  criticize  and 
advise  regarding  international  political 
affairs. 

— Student  Volunteer  Movement  Bulletin. 


May  Thy  mercies  be  our  daily  song,  and  may 
the  light  of  Thy  countenance  in  this  world  of 
power  and  beauty  move  our  hearts  to  great 
thankfulness  and  a  sweet  trust. 

— RuFus  Ellis. 


If  you  really  want  to  be  a  gracious  worker, 
you  must  yield  yourself  in  glad  compliance  to 
what  you  know  to  be  God's  will  for  you. 

— Amos  R.  Wells. 


Teach  me  in  dewy  silences  to  know 

On  the  pruned  bush  the  loveliest  roses  grow. 

— Molly  Anderson  Haley. 


'Tn  silent,  pasturable  places. 
Whose  simple  folk,  maybe,  do  lack  some  modern 
graces. 

The  patient  shepherd  brings  to  me  a  Saviour- 
vision, 

And  in  his  flock  I  see  His  ultimate  ambition." 

"Those  who  wait  on  the  Lord  cannot  be 
ashamed,  but  with  patience  await  the  breaking 
of  the  eternal  morning,  when  the  day  shall  dawn 
on  which  night  never  falls." 
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The  Church  Should  Know  This  Greeting 

(It  was  issued  by  Dr.  Allen  R.  Bartholomew,  President  of  the  General  Synod  as  his 
New  Year's  Greeting  to  the  Presidents,  Stated  Clerks  and  Treasurers  of 
the  Synods  and  Classes  of  the  Reformed  Church.) 


Dear  Brethren : 

You  and  I  occupy  positions  of  honor 
and  responsibility  in  our  Church.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  1927  I  am  very  conscious 
of  this  solemn  fact.  This  constrains  me 
to  send  you  this  message. 

As  office  bearers  in  our  Church  we 
should  be  fully  conscious  of  the  influence 
that  we  may  exert  on  the  lives  and  labors 
of  our  pastors  and  people.  If  we  fail  to 
lead  ofif  in  every  good  work,  who  will? 
Surely  our  duty  is  not  done  when  we  pre- 
side at  the  meetings,  record  minutes,  and 
handle  funds.  I  believe  the  Lord  had  a 
purpose  in  calling  us  to  fill  these  honor- 
able positions  in  our  Household  of  Faith. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  Year  1928  I  realize 
more  than  ever  that  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  every  opportunity  to  be  an  ex- 
ample in  holy  living  and  enlarging  service 
to  all  our  pastors  and  people.  If  we  neg- 
lect to  advance  the  cause  of  truth  and 
righteousness  in  all  the  world  how  can  we 
give  a  strict  account  of  our  stewardship  ? 

One  half  of  the  present  triennium  of 
the  General  Synod  is  past.  We  have  every 
reason  to  thank  God  for  the  prosperous 
condition  of  all  our  Boards  and  institu- 
tions, and  yet  we  must  not  be  blind  to  the 
fact  that  our  missionary  work,  the  life- 
current  of  the  Church,  is  languishing 
from  inadequate  support.  I  need  not  tell 
you  this  rests  most  heavily  upon  my 
heart. 

Then,  too,  in  an  age  when  we  are  taken 


up  so  much  with  the  things  that  are  seen 
and  temporal  should  we  not,  by  voice  and 
pen,  lay  greater  emphasis  on  the  use  of 
the  enriching  means  for  the  spiritual  life 
which  is  unseen  and  eternal? 

We  can  voice  the  deepening  of  the 
spiritual  life.  We  can  stress  a  nobler 
appreciation  of  the  faith  of  our  Fathers. 
We  can  urge  the  duty  of  winning  souls 
for  the  Kingdom  of  God.  There  is  so 
much  room  for  the  display  of  a  greater 
loyalty,  on  the  part  of  all  of  us,  to  the 
mind  of  Christ,  the  will  of  our  Church, 
and  the  inner  voice  of  conscience. 

Will  you  join  me,  in  a  sacred  pledge,  to 
magnify  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  all  our 
congregations  during  the  coming  year? 
Let  us  revive  the  practice  of  daily  pray- 
ers in  the  home.  Let  us  strive  to  woo 
more  people  to  the  sanctuary  on  the 
Lord's  Day.  Let  us  encourage  a  more 
reverent  attitude  on  the  part  of  all  our 
ministers  in  the  conduct  of  the  services. 
Let  us  instruct  the  people  to  enter  the 
House  of  God  with  the  feeling  that  they 
are  in  the  Divine  Presence  and  are  come 
to  worship  the  Lord  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
Thus  will  we  help  to  foster  "a  closer  walk 
with  God"  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  call 
themselves  members  of  our  Reformed 
Church. 

Praying  the  divine  blessing  to  rest  upon 
us  as  we  enter  the  portals  of  the  New 
Year,  I  remain,  with  affectionate  regards. 
Most  cordially  yours, 

Allen  R.  Bartholomew. 


"You  cannot  build  up  a  nation  excepting  on 
the  foundation  of  integrity,  of  character  and 
conscience." 


He  is  touching  your  heart  in  the  sense  of 
need  you  feel,  and  He  is  waiting  to  touch  you 
in  the  sense  of  pardon  that  will  come  the  moment 
you  respond  to  Him. 

— A.  B.  Simpson. 


Let  all  Thy  works  praise  Thee,  O  Lord,  and 
Thy  servants  rejoice  in  thanking  Thee. 

— Roland  Williams. 


"For  all  our  ills  we  need  to  let  the  Eternal 
Life  come  in  to  refresh  and  make  strong." 

— Robert  MacDonald. 


Why  do  you  speak  of  suffering, 
As  if  it  were  a  little  thing? 

—Robin  Christopher. 


What  wish  you,  immortality? 

Then  of  frail  visions  become  the  wooer. 
Stone  cities  melt  like  mist  away, 

But  footsteps  in  the  sand  endure. 

— Florence  Wilkinson. 


Home  Missions 

Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  Editor 


Who's  Who 


THE  Board  of  Home  Missions,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  its  Charter,  is 
composed  of  twelve  members  who  are 
elected  by  the  General  Synod  to  serve  a 
term  of  six  years,  with  the  privilege  of 
being  re-elected  from  time  to  time. 
These  men  represent  different  sections  of 
the  Church.  They  are  the  recognized 
leaders  in  their  respective  Classes  and 
Synods  and  help  to  shape  the  policy  of 
the  entire  denomination.  They  serve  on 
the  Board  without  pay.  Bank  Directors 
have  a  check  or  gold-piece  lying  at  their 
places  around  the  table  at  their  Board 
meetings,  but  not  so  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions.  They  come 
from  the  ends  of  the  Church  and  give 
their  time  and  service  free  of  charge ; 
only  their  necessary  traveimg  expenses 
are  defrayed.  The  entire  Board  meets 
twice  a  year,  when  every  member  is  sup- 
posed to  be  present.  The  Executive 
Committee,  which  consists  of  five  mem- 
bers, meets  four  times  a  year.  Who  are 
these  men  who  constitute  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  in  whose  hands  the 
Church  has  placed  the  great  responsibil- 
ity of  extending  the  Church  in  this,  our 
own  land? 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Miller,  D.  D., 
LL.  Z).,  the  President  of  Heidelberg  Col- 
lege, Tiffin,  Ohio;  former  Editor  of  ''The 
Christian  World" ;  President  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  1917-20;  first  President  of 
the  present  Ohio  Synod  ;  Chairman  of  the 
Forward  Movement  Commission.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  since 
1902  and  President  of  the  same  since 
1908,  having  succeeded  Dr.  Edmund  R. 
Eschbach  in  this  office. 

The  Rev.  Charles  B.  Schneder,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  St.  John's  Reformed  Church, 
Shamokin,  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the 
largest  congregations  in  the  denomina- 
tion ;  former  President  of  the  Eastern 


Synod ;  Treasurer  of  East  Susquehanna 
Classis ;  President  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Lan- 
caster, Pa.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  since  January,  1913,  having  been 
appointed  in  place  of  Rev.  Paul  S.  Lein- 
bach,  D.  D.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the 
Board. 

The  Rev.  Frederick  C.  Seitz,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed  Church, 
Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the 
outstanding  congregations  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Synod.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  since  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod  at  Hickory  in  1923  and 
serves  as  the  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Nevin  Kerst,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  Trinity  Reformed  Church, 
Canton,  Ohio,  one  of  the  largest  congre- 
gations in  the  denomination ;  President 
of  the  Ohio  Synod,  1926-27.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Board  in  1923. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Leonard,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  First  Reformed  Church, 
Lexington,  N.  C. ;  President  of  the 
General  Synod,  1923-26;  Stated  Clerk  of 
North  Carolina  Classis  for  many  years ; 
author  of  "The  Reformed  Church  in 
North  Carolina,"  ''History  of  Catawba 
College,"  "History  of  Davidson  Coun- 
ty" ;  member  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  General  Synod.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Board  in  1920. 

The  Rev.  Josias  Friedli,  D.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Church  History  in  the  Theological 
Department  of  the  Mission  House,  Ply- 
mouth, Wisconsin ;  Secretary  of  the 
former  Tri-synodic  Board  of  the  German 
Synods ;  member  of  the  Forward  Move- 
ment Commission ;  former  pastor  of  con- 
p^regations  at  New  Knoxville,  Ohio ; 
Huntington,  Ind.,  and  Immanuel,  Mil- 
waukee, W  ise.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Board  in  1923. 
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The  Rev.  Charles  B.  Alspach,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  Mt.  Hermon  Reformed  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  Stated  Clerk 
and  Treasurer  of  Philadelphia  Classis ; 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Missions  of  Philadelphia  Classis ;  former 
President  of  the  Eastern  Synod ;  for 
many  years  a  Alissionary  under  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  in  Messiah  and 
Mt.  Hermon  Churches,  Philadelphia. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Board  in 
1926. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Schmitt,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul's  Reformed  Church,  New  York 
City.  He  is  one  of  the  outstanding  men 
in  the  German  Synod  of  the  East  and  a 
member  of  the  former  Board  of  ]\Iis- 
sions  of  that  Svnod.  He  was  elected  to 
the  Board  in  1926. 

Frederick  C.  Brunhouse,  Esq.,  a  leading 
Elder  of  Heidelberg  Reformed  Church, 
Philadelphia;  a  prominent  attorney  of 
the  Philadelphia  Bar.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  since  1908  and  has 
served  on  its  Executive  Committee  dur- 
ing all  these  years ;  is  Chairman  of  its 
Finance  Committee  and  is  also  the  pres- 
ent attorney  for  the  Board. 


The  Honorable  Emory  L.  Coblentz, 
LL.  D.,  Esq.,  an  Elder  in  Christ  Re- 
formed Church,  Middletown,  Maryland; 
the  present  \"ice  President  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod ;  a  member  of  the  Eorward 
^Movement  Commission ;  Vice  President 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod ;  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Hood  College ;  a  Trustee  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster, 
Pa. ;  President  of  the  Central  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Frederick,  Md. ;  Chairman  of  the 
Board  and  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Hagerstown-Frederick  Railway  Com- 
pany ;  a  former  member  of  the  Alaryland 
Legislature ;  a  prominent  attorney  in 
Frederick,  Md.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  Board  in  1917. 

Edzvin  J.  Titloic,  an  Elder  of  St. 
Mark's  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  Pa. ; 
head  of  the  firm  of  Titlow  &  Schuler, 
wholesale  notions,  Reading,  Pa.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  since  1917. 

JV.  A.  Ashbaiigh,  an  Elder  in  Bethany 
Reformed  Church,  Butler,  Pennsylvania ; 
Treasurer  of  Allegheny  Classis ;  Cashier 
of  the  Butler  County  National  Bank.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Board  in  1926. 


The  Bowling  Green  Academy  in  Kentucky 


Many  of  our  readers  are  interested  in 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  W'illiam  WoM  and  the 
work  they  are  doing  among  the  colored 
people  in  Kentucky  through  their  Acad- 
emy at  Bowling  Green.  In  a  recent  issue 
of  the  local  newspaper  of  Bowling  Green 
appeared  the  following  letter  from  a 
white  citizen  who  employs  one  of  the 
Academy  girls : 

'Tn  the  splendid  ministry  of  education 
extended  to  her  youth,  Bowling  Green 
stands  unique.  The  state  and  the  church 
have  made  their  contribution  and  no  class 
has  been  neglected.  Not  least  in  point  of 
worth  among  her  many  schools  is  the 
Bowling  Green  Academy,  a  mission 
school  for  colored  people.  This  institu- 
tion can  boast  little  in  the  way  of  housing 
and  equipment,  but  for  mental  develop- 


ment and  character  building  influence  it 
stands  high  in  its  class.  Within  the  stu- 
dent body,  numbering  162,  five  states  are 
represented.  The  majority  of  these  stu- 
dents are  self-supporting.  Carefully 
trained  as  they  are,  to  be  respectful, 
prompt,  neat  and  industrious,  they  have 
no  difficulty  in  finding  employment  in  the 
homes  and  offices  of  the  white  people  of 
the  city.  Their  work  is  satisfactory  and 
their  behavior  on  the  street  is  above  re- 
proach. Rev.  William  Wolf,  the  princi- 
pal, is  both  a  teacher  and  scholar  of  no 
mean  ability.  He  and  his  wife,  them- 
selves the  product  of  mission  schools,  are 
making  large  returns  in  service  to  their 
own  race  for  benefits  received.  There  is 
pathos  in  their  brave  effort  handicapped 
by  painfully  limited  space  and  poor 
equipment." 
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Notes 


FOUR  hundred  copies  of  the  "Thumb 
Nail  Bulletin"  are  mailed  each  week 
by  the  17th  Avenue  Community  Church, 
Denver,  Colorado,  of  which  Dr.  David 
H.  Fouse  is  the  pastor.  This  Bulletin  is 
printed  on  one  side  of  a  regular  govern- 
ment one-cent  postal  card,  and  gives  in- 
formation regarding  the  different  services 
during  the  week  and  notes  about  the  vari- 
ous activities.  Just  from  two  cards 
picked  at  random  we  find  the  announce- 
ment of  the  following  themes :  "The 
Possible  You,"  ''Man's  Place  in  Nature," 
"Human  Relations  in  Business,"  "Man- 
Power  Psychology,"  "Call  to  Awaken," 
"Visualize  Good  Things,"  "The  Five 
Human  Types,"  "The  Psychology  of 
Foods."  The  largest  school  ever  was 
held  on  Home  Mission  Day  when  a  fine 
offering  was  taken  for  the  Wilson  Ave- 
nue Mission,  Columbus.  Seventy-two  re- 
mained for  the  Fellowship  Luncheon, 
representing  fifteen  States  in  the  Union." 
^ 

On  Sunday,  December  4th,  the  15th 
Anniversary  of  Ebenezer  Mission,  She- 
boygan, Wise,  of  which  Rev.  E.  H.  Op- 
perman  is  the  pastor,  was  observed.  Dr. 
T.  P.  Bolliger  was  the  speaker  on  this 
occasion. 

Another  Mission  had  the  largest  at- 
tendance of  its  history  on  Home  Mission 


Day,  and  that  was  the  Mission  at  Holton, 
Kansas,  of  which  Rev.  W.  J.  Becker  is 
the  pastor.  They  also  had  a  fine  offering 
for  Columbus  and  the  work  is  moving 
along  splendidly. 

Rev.  H.  D.  Gress,  pastor  of  the  Mis- 
sion at  Pitcairn,  Pa.,  is  conducting  ten 
weeks  of  Week-Day  Bible  School,  with 
an  enrollment  of  127.  The  attendance 
at  both  the  morning  and  evening  services 
has  been  steadily  increasing  and  every- 
thing is  progressing  very  nicely  in  the 
Mission. 

*    *  * 

The  many  friends  of  the  First  Re- 
formed Church,  Los  Angeles,  California, 
will  be  glad  to  see  from  the  accompany- 
ing pictures  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  to  December  1st  on  their  new 
church  building.  Superintendent  E.  F. 
Evemeyer  is  supplying  this  Mission  and 
the  work  is  moving  along  most  success- 
fully. 

^    ^  ^ 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sions Council  and  of  the  Council  of 
Women  for  Home  ^Missions  will  be  held 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  January  23rd  and 
24th.  This  meeting  will  be  preceded  by  a 
Conference  on  Church  Comity  under  the 
auspices  of  these  Councils  and  also  of  the 
Federal   Council   of   the   Churches  of 


14 


The:  Outlook  01?  Missions 


[January, 


Christ  in  America,  whose  Executive 
Committee  will  also  meet  in  Cleveland  at 
the  same  time. 

*  ;K  * 

Hope  Mission,  Philadelphia,  has  just 
issued  an  attractive  little  paper,  entitled 
"Hope  Church  Informant,"  which  is 
edited  by  Otto  Cullman  and  George  Ul- 
mer.  Missionary  Theophilus  Hilgeman 
has  been  supplying  this  congregation  dur- 
ing the  month  of  December. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  will  be  held  at  Head- 
quarters, Philadelphia,  January  17th  and 
18th,  1928.  Important  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  policy  of  the  Board  will  be 
considered. 

*  *  * 

The  third  annual  Japanese  Young  Peo  ■ 
pie's  Christian  Conference  for  Northern 
California  was  held  at  Berkley,  Califor- 
nia, October  21-23.  A  very  extensive 
program  was  prepared  in  which  the  pas- 
tor of  our  Japanese  Reformed  Church  at 
San  Francisco,  Rev.  S.  Kowta-,  took  a 
prominent  part.  The  purpose  of  the  Con- 
ference was  ''to  unite  spiritual  forces,  to 
strengthen  local  organization,  and  to  for- 
ward deeper  Christ-like  living." 

*  *  * 

The  Seventeenth  Anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  First  Japanese  Reformed 
Church  in  San  Francisco,  California,  was 
observed  with  suitable  services  on  No- 
vember 6th.  Rev.  J.  Mori,  the  Mission- 
ary-at-large  among  the  Japanese  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  founder  of  the  Church 
in  San  Francisco,  preached  the  sermon. 
At  the  service  twelve  children  were  bap- 
tized and  three  were  confirmed. 

jj:       >);  ^ 

A  group  of  Hungarian  pastors  recently 
met  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  and  a  similar 
group  met  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  for  four 
days.  These  groups  exchanged  speakers 
between  the  two  congregations.  The 
principal  subject  for  discussion  was  "The 
Order  of  Service"  and  its  constituent 
parts,  such  as  singing,  preaching,  pray- 
ing, the  communion,  and  the  offering. 
Great  interest  was  manifested  in  these 
meetings  not  only  by  the  ministers  who 
participated,  but  by  the  people  who  at- 
tended in  large  numbers.     Great  good 


First  Japanese:  Re:forme:d  Church, 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 


must  result  from  such  Conferences  where 
such  vital  subjects  pertaining  to  Chris- 
tian worship  are  considered.  Many  peo- 
ple do  not  enter  enthusiastically  into  the 
different  parts  of  the  service  because  they 
are  not  properly  instructed  about  the 
meaning  and  the  significance  of  the  same. 
A  course  of  lectures  on  "The  Order  of 
Service  and  Its  Parts"  by  our  ministers 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  to  all  of 
our  people  and  might  tend  to  bring  about 
a  more  uniform  service  throughout  the 
denomination. 

*    *  * 

In  five  months  Zion's  Mission,  Moraine 
City,  Ohio,  has  increased  the  enrollment 
in  its  Sunday  School  150%.  On  July  1st 
it  numbered  40  scholars  and  now  has  101. 
The  attendance  has  averaged  70%  actual 
attendance  of  members  and  they  are  try- 
ing to  make  it  90%  or  more.  The  con- 
gregation has  increased  30%  in  actual 
membership  in  the  last  five  months.  The 
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finances  are  in  good  shape  likewise  and 
the  apportionment  is  paid  in  full.  All 
this  splended  work  has  been  done  under 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James  O.  Gilbert. 
A  canvass  is  being  made  of  the  commun- 
ity and  a  Personal  Service  Committee  has 


been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
social  and  evangelistic  calling  upon  mem- 
bers and  non-members  and  also  to  take 
care  of  absentees  from  the  church  wor- 
ship services.  I\Ir.  Gilbert  made  over  140 
calls  during  the  month  of  November. 


The  Twentieth  Anniversary  at  East  Chicago 


The  East  Chicago  Hungarian  Congre- 
gation observed  the  20th  Anniversary  of 
its  organization  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
November  24th.  Rev.  Alex.  Mircse,  the 
pastor,  had  prepared  a  very  elaborate 
program.  There  were  two  sermons,  one 
in  English  by  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  the 
other  in  Hungarian  by  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Urban,  of  Buffalo.  The  other  ministers 
to  participate  were  Rev.  Eugene  Boros, 
Burnside,   Chicago;  Rev.  Michael  Ko- 


vach,  Gary,  Ind. ;  Rev.  Stephen  Virag, 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  a  former  pastor ;  Rev. 
Julius  Hanko,  Westside,  Chicago,  and 
Rev.  Andrew  Fekete,  Drakes-Congo,  O., 
a  son  of  the  congregation.  A  large  men's 
choir,  under  the  leadership  of  the  pastor, 
rendered  very  inspiring  music.  The 
service  was  concluded  by  the  celebration 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Great  interest  was 
shown  on  the  part  of  the  people  who  at- 
tended in  large  numbers. 


The  Dedication  at  Westside,  Buffalo,  N.  Y, 


The  Westside  Hungarian  Reformed 
Church,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  of  which  Rev. 
Andrew  Urban  is  the  pastor,  dedicated  its 
fine  new  church  building  and  parsonage 
on  Sunday,  December  4th.  The  church 
is  a  very  beautiful  brick  building  con- 
structed along  simple  but  very  effective 
lines.  An  audience  that  completely  filled 
the  building  was  present  at  the  morning 
service.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Eugene  Boros,  of  Burnside, 
Chicago,  the  President  of  the  Western 
Hungarian  Classis.    Addresses  were  de- 


livered by  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  Rev.  Dr.  Tul- 
lis,  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Churches  of  Buffalo ;  Rev.  Michael  Toth, 
of  Detroit,  Michigan.  Other  ministers 
who  participated  were  Rev.  John  Botty, 
of  Lackawanna  Presbyterian  Church; 
Rev.  Charles  Kovach,  of  Tonawanda; 
Rev.  Alex.  Dokus,  of  Erie,  also  the  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  Hungarian  Church  in 
Buffalo.  The  dedicatory  services  were 
followed    by    a    congregational  dinner 


At  the:  Se:ve:nte:knth  Anniversary  of  the  First  Japanese  Reformed  Church 
OF  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Rev.  S.  Kowta,  Pastor 
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which  was  largely  attended.  A  union 
service  in  the  interests  of  the  Reformed 
congregations  in  Buffalo  was  held  in  this 
Hungarian  Church  at  six  o'clock  the 
same  evening,  which  was  again  largely 
attended.    This  was  followed  by  a  fel- 


lowship supper.  Buffalo  is  coming  to  be 
a  large  center  for  our  Hungarian 
Churches.  There  are  now  three,  two  in 
Buffalo  proper  and  one  at  Tonawanda, 
with  several  promising  preaching  points 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Buffalo. 


Home  Mission  Day  Echoes 

Rev.  Wm.  F.  DeLong,  D.D.,  Field  Secretary 


UP  TO  December  9th  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  congregations  had 
sent  in  their  Home  ^Mission  Day  Oft'er- 
ing.  This  is  just  about  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  congregations  of  the  entire  denomina- 
tion. The  total  amount  contributed  by 
these  congregations  is  almost  seven  thou- 
sand dollars.  If  the  other  nine-tenths  of 
the  congregations  will  do  what  the  one- 
tenth  did,  you  can  at  once  see  what  the 
total  results  will  be. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  congregations 
which  have  remitted  reached  their  allot- 
ment ;  some  even  went  beyond  it.  There 
are  also  a  number  of  congregations  which 
sent  very  small  oft'erings,  not  at  all  in 
harmony  with  their  strength  and  ability. 

The  total  amount  received  up  to  the 
present  time  is  one  hundred  per  cent, 
more  than  the  Board  received  at  the  cor- 
responding date  any  previous  year,  not 
excepting  the  year  1926,  which  was  our 
Centennial  Year.    This  is  encouraging. 

Two  congregations  have  sent  in  Gift 
Church-building  Funds  as  their  Home 
Mission  Day  offering.  There  are  six 
more  that  have  indicated  their  willingness 
to  do  so.  Two  of  these  are  country- 
charges.  We  hope  this  number  may  still 
be  increased  between  now  and  the  end  of 
the  Classical  Year. 

While  we  have  no  honor  roll,  I  feel 
that  mention  is  due  two  of  our  baby  Mis- 
sions, viz.,  Glenside,  Penna.,  and  Belle- 
rose,  L.  L,  N.  Y.  Both  of  these  Mis- 
sions are  only  a  few  years  old.  Theii 
local  expenses  are  heavy.  Regardless  of 
their  local  budgets  both  contributed  much 
more  than  their  quotas. 

There  are  still  more  congregations  who 
have  arranged  to  observe  Home  Mission 
Day  during  the  month  of  December. 
From  present  reports  a  larger  number  of 
congregations  observed  this  special  day 


this  year  than  ever  before.  This  is 
another  encouraging  feature. 

We  also  received  contributions  from 
people  raised  in  the  Reformed  Church, 
but  who  do  not  now  live  where  a  Re- 
formed Church  is  located.  The  other 
day  a  young  man,  a  former  student  at 
State  College,  now  living  in  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  sent  a  contribution  with  the  state- 
ment that  he  desired  to  have  a  small  share 
in  the  erection  of  Faith  Church  at  State 
College.  Another  contribution  of  this  na- 
ture came  from  a  young  man  now  teach- 
ing school  in  one  of  our  western  states. 
This  young  man  not  only  contributed  to 
the  State  College  fund,  but  was  as  loyal 
to  the  beneficiary  supported  by  the  con- 
gregations west  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is 
another  encouraging  feature. 

Each  one  of  these  three  beneficiaries, 
viz.,  Faith  Church,  State  College,  Pa. ; 
Wilson  Avenue  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  St.  Paul's  Church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  ob- 
served Home  Mission  Day  with  very  gen- 
erous offerings  which  are  remitted  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board.  Each  one  went 
far  ''over  the  top." 

Any  person  who  reads  these  "Echoes" 
and  has  made  no  contribution  to  any  one 
of  the  three  beneficiaries,  can  still  do  so. 
We  wish  that  each  member  in  the  Re- 
formed Church  might  give  his  mite  to  one 
of  these  causes. 


Postponed 

Due  to  lack  of  space,  it  is  necessary  to 
print  the  concluding  portion  of  "The 
Minister  and  His  Church  Program,"  by 
Rev.  Charles  D.  Spotts,  in  the  February 
issue. 
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Observations  c 
J.  S. 

AT  Christmas  time  the  work  of  the 
Treasurer  becomes  more  pleasant 
and  endurable.  It  is  not,  however,  until 
February  or  March  that  his  troubles  are 
over,  and  the  heavy  pressure  under  which 
he  has  been  laboring,  ever  since  June  of 
the  previous  year,  is  removed.  His  bur- 
dens might  be  made  lighter  if  every  con- 
gregation and  every  Consistory,  as  well 
as  every  treasurer,  through  whose  hands 
the  benevolent  funds  must  pass,  were  in 
thorough  sympathy  with  the  work  that 
the  Church  has  committed  to  its  several 
Boards.  The  majority  of  our  people,  I 
am  convinced,  when  properly  informed, 
will  rejoice  over  the  achievements  of  the 
past  and  will  be  perfectly  willing  to  sup- 
port all  that  is  to  be  done  when  they  be- 
come familiar  with  the  facts.  Lack  of 
authentic  information,  of  course,  is  the 
chief  cause  of  apathy  and  criticism. 

The  apportionment  system  has  been 
under  fire  for  many  years.  Many  honest 
attempts  have  been  made  to  change  it,  but 
without  success.  Therefore,  it  is  obvi- 
ous, that  until  some  other  system  is  found 
that  zvill  he  entirely  satisfactory  every 
church  officer  should  loyally  support  it  to 
the  limit.  We  should  be  thoroughly 
ashamed  of  ourselves  for  spending  hours 
of  very  valuable  time  quibbling  over  it. 
An  increase  of  ten  cents  per  capita,  or 
even  less,  for  the  work  that  every  Board 
is  expected  to  do  for  the  Church  often 
meets  with  unwarranted  opposition, 
largely  on  account  of  the  system  rather 
than  the  cause.  Until  we  have  a  better 
system  it  is  very  important  that  we  work 
the  one  we  have.  Because  so  many  con- 
gregations have  practically  no  system  at 
all,  the  whole  work  and  the  Board 
Treasury  suffer.  The  Treasurer  must 
meet  certain  fixed  obligations  monthly. 
For  at  least  eight  months  of  each  year 
the  income  of  the  Board  falls  far  below 
these  requirements.  Many  of  his  trou- 
bles originate  in  the  local  congregation. 
The  Consistory  refuses  to  systematize 
the  business  side  of  its  affairs.  "Hit-or- 
miss"  methods  are  used.  The  congrega- 
tion's needs  are  never  budgeted.  The 


f  the  Treasurer 

Wise 

members  are  not  familiar  with  its  needs 
and  the  pastor  is  given  to  understand  that 
he  must  never  talk  about  money  from 
the  pulpit.  How  long  would  any  busi- 
ness corporation  exist  under  such  condi- 
tions as  these? 

This  Consistory  never  concerns  itself 
about  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Church. 
That  is  the  prerogative  of  the  pastor 
alone.  Perhaps  there  is  one  good  Elder, 
like  Aaron  of  old,  ready  to  uphold  the 
pastor's  hands  in  the  spiritual  and  busi- 
ness activities  of  the  Church,  but  he  is 
often  outnumbered  and  outvoted ;  conse- 
quently the  work  of  the  congregation, 
and  the  Church  at  large,  suffers.  This 
Consistory  passes  upon  the  congrega- 
tional bills,  pays  for  its  light,  heat,  jani- 
tor, pastor,  choir,  attends  to  a  few  other 
material  necessities  and  then  adjourns. 
Should  the  pastor  or  elder  urge  the  con- 
sideration of  the  apportionment  they 
must  leave  the  meeting  saddened  and  dis- 
couraged, because  of  the  indifferent,  or 
hostile,  attitude  so  often  assumed  against 
everything  outside  of  their  own  parish  or 
community.  The  subject,  therefore,  is 
never  broached  until  just  before  the  An- 
nual Meeting  of  the  Classis.  Then  it  can 
be  put  off  no  longer.  A  stormy  meeting 
is  held,  and  the  pastor  is  sent  to  Classis 
with  only  a  fraction  of  the  amount  due. 
But  is  the  pastor  satisfied?  I  doubt  it. 
He  knows  he  must  face  his  more  suc- 
cessful brethren  who,  in  turn,  will  either 
censure  or  pity  him.    How  sad ! 

There  is  another  side  to  your  Treas- 
urer's life.  It,  too,  has  its  trials.  The 
results,  however,  are  more  concrete  and 
the  satisfaction  attained  is  quite  exhil- 
arating. I  refer  to  the  Church  Building 
Department.  Its  Superintendent  must 
constantly  meet  with  committees,  archi- 
tects, builders,  bankers  and  supply  men. 
It  is  always  gratifying  to  receive  Church- 
building  Funds.  They  come  voluntarily. 
There  is  no  high  pressure  method  used  in 
raising  them.  A  tactful  pastor,  in  most 
cases,  needs  merely  to  suggest  them  to 
folks  who  are  looking  for  some  such  ap- 
pealing cause  in  which  to  put  money.  In 
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the  past  these  Funds  have  been  given 
freely  and  gladly.  Many  others  would 
give  them,  in  the  same  way,  but  are  not 
'avvare  of  their 'existenfce.  The  pastor,  or 
sorne  other  friend  of  Home  Missions, 
must  supply  the  necessary  information, 
or  they  will  never  know  anything  about 
them. 

I  have  received  some  very  encourag- 
ing letters  concerning  this  department 
within  the  last  three  months.  The  Rev. 
Charles  D.  Spotts,  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  last  September  wrote: 
"The  Board  needs  all  the  encouragement 
from  those  who  work  for  her  that  she 
can  possibly  get.  I  have  written  the  en- 
closed article  (recently  pubhshed).  You 
can  use  it  anywhere  you  choose."  He 
says  some  very  kind  and  appreciative 
things  about  the  Church  Building  De- 
partment.   Many  thanks. 

In  November  Mr.  W.  E.  Trump,  of 
Immanuel  Church,  Alliance,  Ohio, 
writes :  'T  want  to  say  to  you  that  I  am 
sure  I  am  expressing  the  opinion  of  our 
entire  Consistory  and  Building  Commit- 
tee when  I  say  that  it  has  been  a  great 
pleasure  to  do  business  with  you.  The 
Mission  Board  has  certainly  treated  us 
fair,  and  we  appreciate  it  very  much. 
Yesterday  we  had  the  united  Thanksgiv- 
ing service  for  all  of  the  Churches  of 
Alliance,  and  we  had  many  compliments 
on  the  beautiful  architecture  of  the 
church,  many  people  seeing  it  for  the  first 
time.  Ever  since  our  dedication  we  have 
been  continually  receiving  compliments  in 
this  regard,  practically  everyone  stating 


that  it  is  without  question  the  finest 
church  in  Alliance.  This  makes  us  feel 
good  and  I  know  it  would  make  your 
architect  feel  good,  so  you  can  advise  him 
of  this." 

The  superintendent  of  the  department 
appreciates  this  letter  very  much.  Other 
missions  are  receiving  the  same  kind  of 
service.  It  is  our  desire  to  do  everything 
that  is  possible  to  obtain  the  finest  and 
best  buildings  for  the  money  available. 
In  doing  that  the  department  often  must 
take  a  decisive  stand  against  local  preju- 
dices. When  that  is  done  it  invariably 
saves  much  money  for  the  Mission,  as 
well  as  for  the  Board. 

After  a  Mission  building  is  erected  the 
congregation  often  finds  itself  very  much 
embarrassed  financially.  Here  again  the 
department  must  help.  The  following 
from  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Shiffer,  Pastor  of 
St.  Luke's  Church,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
will  show  how  important  such  help  is  in 
the  time  of  need :  "Your  check  for 
$2,000.00  for  St.  Luke's  has  come  to 
hand.  Words  are  far  too  inadequate  to 
express  our  appreciation  for  this  timely 
aid.  All  this  is  reassuring  and  again  vin- 
dicates the  Board's  sincere  desire  to 
render  assistance  where  it  is  needed.  It  is 
a  great  relief  to  me  personally  and  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  under  these  new  condi- 
tions we  should  not  be  able  to  get  along 
nicely." 

By  the  time  my  many  friends  read  this, 
the  Christmas  season  will  be  over. 
Nevertheless,  I  hope  you  all  have  had  a 
very  Merry,  Merr}^  Christmas. 


Is  the  Task  of  the  Rural  Ministry  Different  from  That 
of  the  City  Ministry? 

Ralph  S.  Adams 

(Continued  from  last  month) 


7.  Low  salary  and  large  expense  for 
the  rural  pastor — The  low  salary  is 
largely  due  to  the  small  congregations, 
duplication  of  equipment,  overlapping  of 
territory,  the  result  of  the  over-churched 
situation  of  the  countryside.  The  rural 
pastor  is  practically  compelled,  through 
the  nature  of  his  ministry  and  the  extent 
of  his  territory,  to  run  an  atito  in  the 
interests  of  his  work.    In  a  recent  survey 


of  our  rural  pastors'  salaries,  to  which 
nearly  50  per  cent,  responded,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  average  annual  cost  of 
maintaining  and  operating  a  car  in  the 
interests  of  the  charge  was  over  $400. 
This  must  be  paid  out  of  the  salary  which 
averages  about  $1,600,  leaving  indeed  a 
small  amount  for  living  expenses,  self- 
improvement  for  the  family,  and  profes- 
sional improvement  for  the  pastor.  The 
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solution  of  this  ^  situation  will  fStqi-iire 
some  devoted  and  intelligent  leader^ip  in 
the  country.  This  situation  in  a  -sense 
accounts  for  the.  drift  of  the  rural  min- 
istry to  the  city  and  town  pulpits,  and  the 
resultant  frequent  and  long  vacancies  in 
many  of  our  rural  charges. 

8..   Psychological  attitude  of  the  min- 
istry toward  the  rural  ministry. — There  is 
an  underlying  feeling  in  too  many  of  our 
rural  pastors,  of  inferiority  because  they 
are  serving  in  the  rural  ministry.  This 
is  intensified  by  the  apparently  accepted 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  entire  ministry 
that  only  beginners  and  the  mediocre  pas- 
tors will  serve  in  rural  fields  because  the 
task  is  not  big  enough  and  worth-while 
enough  for  men  of  experience  and  large 
ability.    This  is  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  our  pastors  are  trained  for  service 
in  the  large  congregation  where  the  ideal 
organization  and  program  can  be  realized, 
and  the  parallel  circumstance  that  most 
of  these  large  congregations  are  to  be 
found  in  the  cities  and  towns.  Unfor- 
tunately our  own  Boards  have  played  up 
to  that  idea  and  have  prepared  their  sug- 
gested organizations  and  programs  for 
the  large  church.    This  has  left  out  of 
our  denominational  program  (except  foi 
raising  apportionment  to  pay  for  the  bud- 
gets of  the  Boards)  so  many  rural  con- 
gregations that  both  pastors  and  people 
have  become  disheartened  and  feel  that 
they  are  fighting  a  losing  battle  alone. 
The  pastors,  for  the  most  part,  leave  for 
the  more  ideal  organization  at  the  first 
opportunity,  helped  along  by  the  eco- 
nomic pressure  of  life  through  a  small 
salary.    The  congregations  become  indif- 
ferent toward  the  denominational  pro- 
gram and  become  a  problem  of  adminis- 
tration.  Rural  pastors  must  be  trained  to 
a  different  and  more  wholesome  attitude 
toward  the  rural  ministry  and  the  church 
at  large  must  be  led  to  recognize  with 
respect  a  place  of  equality  for  the  rural 
church.    Pastors  should  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  receive  instruction  in  the  neces- 
sary adaptation  of  the  denominational 
program   for  the  small,   rural  church, 
while  they  are  working  on  a  plan  of 
church  organization  which  will  make  of 
many  of  the  small  bodies,  larger  congre- 
gations whether  denominational  or  inter- 
denominational. 


9.  The  Joint  Consistory — This  is  an 
organization  almg^t  foreign  to  the  city 
ministry,  excepj^-pg  as  the  city  pastors 
recall  their  experiences  with  such  an  or- 
ganization when  they  served  earlier  in  a 
rural  field.  ^Fortunate  is. the  rural, pastor 
who  has  a  joint  consistory  which  works 
harmoniously,  where  the  representatives 
of  the  smaller  congregations  of  the  charge 
are  not  suspicious  or  jealous  of  the 
largest  and  most  influential  congregation. 
Real  ability  in  administration  is  required 
by  the  rural  j)astor  to  so  direct  his  pro- 
gram in  his  different  churches  and 
through  this  consistory,  that  all  matters 
and  duties  will  be  performed  promptly 
and  satisfactorily.  The  city  pastor  does 
not  have  this  problem  of  diversification, 
while  the  rural  pastor  is  forced  to  make 
adjustments  and  adaptations  of  all  his 
plans  and  sermons  for  each  of  his  con- 
gregations. 

10.  Religious  Education  program  of 
the  rural  circuit — The  average  rural  pas- 
tor is  unable  to  attend  regularly  and  con- 
sistently the  Sunday  School  services  of 
all  of  his  churches.  He  must  depend 
almost  entirely  upon  local  leadership 
which  is  usually  untrained.  He  cannot 
supervise  consistently  because  of  this 
inability  to  attend,  and  the  local  leaders 
depend  largely  upon  themselves.  The 
result  is  inadequate  religious  education 
and  untrained  instruction.  How  can  the 
rural  pastor  plan  and  operate  his  pro- 
gram of  religious  education?  When  and 
how  can  he  train  leaders  and  teachers  in 
each  of  his  schools  without  becoming  a 
nervous  wreck  due  to  overwork?  How 
can  he  supervise  and  direct  this  work  in 
the  many  points  of  the  charge  ?  How 
can  he  find  time  to  adapt  the  denomina- 
tional program  and  organization  of 
religious  education  to  the  local  situation 
in  each  church?  These  are  problems 
which  the  rural  pastor  must  answer  if  he 
would  do  effective  work,  and  which  by 
the  very  nature  of  the  situation  do  not 
arise  with  the  city  pastor. 

These  are  all  serious  problems  arising 
from  deeply  entrenched  conditions  of 
country  life.'  The  writer  believes  they 
can  be  solved,  but  not  until  we  have  a 
ministry  trained  for  the  solution  of  these 
strictly  rural  situations,  and  who  have  a 
love  and  respect  for  rural  people  and 
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the  rural  ministry  which  will  hold  them 
completely  enough  and  long  enough  to 
really  carry  to  completion  a  long-range 
program  of  education,  inspiration,  and 
leadership  training  that  will  change  the 
adverse  situations  of  rural  life  and  rural 
church  organization. 

//.  Differences  Inherent  in  Country  Life 
The  differences  which  the  writer  will 
discuss  here  are  more  or  less  inherent  in 
country  life  due  to  the  present  nature  of 
agriculture,  and  will  likely  always  de- 
mand a  different  application  of  needed 
services  to  country  people.  While  these 
situations  and  conditions  should  be  thor- 
oughly understood  by  rural  pastors  and 
deserve  just  as  much  consideration  as  the 
more  temporary  conditions,  nevertheless 
the  writer  will  not  devote  as  much  space 
to  their  discussion.  To  understand  some 
of  them  completely  it  is  necessary  to  be- 
come a  close  student  of  rural  psychology 
and  sociology,  which  every  rural  pastor 
should  be.  The  problems  are  enumerated 
here  so  that  any  who  are  interested  in 
making  this  study  may  know  what  to  look 
for.  There  are,  no  doubt,  others  that 
deserve  mention.  This  is  no  attempt  to 
present  an  exhaustive  list,  and  individuals 
rnay  for  their  own  benefit  make  such  ad- 
ditions as  they  choose.  These  will  be 
sufficient,  however,  to  convince  the  most 
skeptical  that  there  are  inherent  differ- 
ences in  the  country  ministry  which  de- 
mand special  consideration  and  solution. 

1.  A  single  occupational  group  with 
common  interests — Few,  if  any,  city 
churches  serve  so  exclusively  a  group  of 
families  with  so  many  interests  in 
common. 

2.  Natural  Conservatism  of  rural 
folk — Farming  makes  people  conserva- 
tive, for  the  nature  of  the  business  is 
conservative  from  many  aspects.  This 
affects  their  beliefs  and  their  practices  in 
the  church  and  all  other  organizations 
through  which  they  work. 

3.  Seasonal  adjustments  of  activities 
and  programs  necessary,  due  to  excessive 
demands  upon  the  farm  family's  time  and 
energy  during  certain  seasons  in  the  year. 

a.    The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School: 
When  can  it  be  conducted  so  that  it 
will  not  conflict  with  the  work  of  the 
farm  and  with  the  public  school  pro- 
gram ? 


Where  get  the  teachers?  The  public 
school  teachers  are  usually  not  in  the 
community  except  when  they  are  teach- 
ing in  the  public  schools. 

What  about  equipment  and  courses? 
These  questions  must  be  answered. 

b.    Week-day  Religious  Instruction: 

WTien,  where  and  how  ? 

4.  Problem  of  church  finance  is 
dependent  upon  seasonal  returns  for  farm 
crops,  and  is  aggravated  by  crop  failures, 
low  prices  due  to  over-production,  and 
by  inefficient  management.  Studies  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture show  that  only  one-third  of  the 
farmers  of  the  United  States  are  making 
a  "plus"  labor  income.  It  must  be 
remembered,  too,  that  even  successful 
farming  does  not  yield  an  income  com- 
parable to  the  income  of  other  industries 
and  business  enterprises. 

5.  Inferiority  complex  of  rural  folks 
— Their  eyes  are  on  the  city  and  upon 
occupations  yielding  opportunities  for 
larger  incomes.  This  makes  many 
farmer  folks  consider  themselves  inferior 
to  city  people,  not  in  intrinsic  worth  but 
in  social  standards  of  living. 

6.  Environment  of  Nature — The  laws 
of  God  in  operation.  This  offers  an 
opportunity  to  draw  illustrations  and  les- 
sons from  the  daily  life  and  experience  of 
farmer  folks  concerning  the  power  and 
love  of  God. 

7.  The  rural  community  is  more  de- 
finitely and  vitally  a  community  than  the 
city  community.  More  common  interests 
and  better  acquaintance  create  a  more 
definite  community  consciousness.  This 
places  upon  the  rural  church  a  more 
specific  and  definite  community  respon- 
sibility. Therefore,  the  church  in  the 
country  can  be  made  to  mean  more  to 
the  community  than  the  church  in  the 
city.  Country  people  are  more  inclined 
to  look  to  their  church  and  pastor  for 
leadership. 

8.  Visitation  of  rural  homes — The 
visitation  program  of  the  rural  pastor  of 
necessity  must  be  quite  different  from 
that  of  the  city  pastor,  due  to  the  dif- 
ferent nature  of  the  home  life  of  the  two 
homes  and  differences  in  the  mental  atti- 
tude of  the  people. 

(Continued  on  Page  22) 
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The  Principle  of  Capital  Punishment 

Rev.  Prof.  A.  S.  Zerbe,  Ph.D. 


THERE  being  some  confusion  in  the 
public  mind  regarding  the  death  pen- 
alty, let  me  state  briefly  the  ground  and 
basic  principle  of  capital  punishment.  Ac- 
cording to  the  dictionaries  and  the  various 
state  penal  codes,  murder  is  the  unlawful 
killing  of  a  human  being  with  malice 
aforethought,  expressed  or  implied.  In 
civilized  lands,  only  first  degree  murder, 
determined  by  a  competent  court,  is  pun- 
ishable by  death. 

The  ultimate  ground  is  the  Biblical  in- 
junction, ''Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood 
by  man  (Delitzsch  translates  *by  men') 
shall  his  blood  be  shed;  for  in  the  image 
of  God  made  he  man,"  Genesis  9:6.  The 
agency  by  which  the  penalty  is  to  be  ex- 
acted is  not  mentioned;  but  it  is  assumed 
that  among  the  attributes  of  mankind 
are  those  of  legal  and  political  authority. 
The  principle  underlying  the  Scriptural 
law,  and  accepted  by  all  nations,  is  the 
sanctity  of  human  life,  a  great  and  funda- 
mental principle,  without  which  society 
would  be  impossible,  property  the  sport 
of  cut-throats  and  life  in  constant  peril. 

Since  man.  Gen.  1 :27,  was  created  in 
God's  image,  he  who  ruthlessly  takes  a 
human  life  does  violence  to  God's  image, 
sins  against  God.  Or,  dififerently 
phrased,  every  man  is  a  rational  and  ac- 
countable soul-spirit,  made  in  the  image 
of  God's  personality  and  inviolate. 

In  Old  Testament  law,  capital  punish- 
ment could  be  imposed  only  after  a  care- 
ful trial  and  at  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnesses  (Deut.  17:4;  19:15).  It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  our  law  courts,  espe 
cially  in  trials  for  murder,  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  rarely, 
if  ever,  impose  the  death  penalty,  unless 
guilt  has  been  clearly  established. 

The  New  Testament  gives  clear  intima- 
tion that  the  Old  Testament  law  regard- 
ing  murder    was    not    abrogated.  In 


Romans  13:4,  the  apostle  Paul  says  that 
the  magistrate  ''beareth  not  the  sword  in 
vain."  The  sword  was  a  symbol  of  the 
power  of  capital  punishment.  The  same 
apostle  said :  ''If  I  have  committed  any- 
thing worthy  of  death,  I  refuse  not  to 
die,"  Acts  25  :11,  which  implies  that  some 
offenses  merit  death. 

It  is  a  dictum  of  human  nature  that 
there  should  be  a  just  correspondence 
between  the  offense  and  the  penalty. 
Hence  in  all  ages  and  today,  it  has  been 
difficult  to  restrain  people  from  taking 
summary  vengeance  in  case  of  cold- 
blooded murder.  This  sentiment  is  so 
strong  that  ever  and  anon,  when  courts 
are  slow,  lax  or  timid,  a  species  of  wild 
and  lawless  judgment  is  visited  upon  the 
offender.  The  only  way  to  avoid  "lynch 
law,"  is  the  enforcement  of  regularly- 
established  law. 

In  recent  times  it  has  been  suggested 
that  the  Biblical  or  retributive  law  for 
first  degree  murder  be  entirely  aban- 
doned and  another,  variously  designated 
as  remedial,  preventive  or  reformatory, 
be  substituted.  It  is  a  mark  of  progress 
that  the  cruel  tortures  of  former  days 
have  given  place  to  a  more  humane 
treatment  of  criminals  and  that  phil- 
anthropic institutions  aim  to  prevent 
crime  by  sheltering  and  uplifting  the 
unfortunate.  In  the  remedial  scheme, 
involving  imprisonment  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period,  the  aim  is  to  safeguard 
society,  improve  the  criminal  and  deter 
others  from  crime.  The  question  is 
whether  in  the  case  of  murder,  such  a 
method  is  fundamentally  correct  and  at- 
tended by  the  best  results. 

Unless  the  criminal  has  done  some- 
thing meriting  punishment,  his  impris- 
onment, even  for  the  safety  of  society,  is 
a  violation  of  his  rights.  \\'hen  a  father 
corrects  his  son  for  a  bad  act,  or  when 
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the  state  sends  a  youth  to  the  reform 
school,  the  element  of  retribution  is  pres- 
ent in  some  degree.  The  attempt  to  dis- 
tinguish sharply  between  retributive, 
remedial  and  preventive  methods  is 
logically  false,  for  retribution  is  always 
implied. 

In  current  reformatory  methods  in 
prisons,  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners  is 
often  emphasized  to  such  a  degree  that 
incarceration  in  penal  institutions  is 
next  thing  to  a  ''soft  snap,"  for  in  addi- 
tion to  the  procurement  of  the  luxuries 
of  the  table,  the  criminal  counts  on  the 
intervention  of  friends  to  secure  his  re- 
lease or  pardon  within  a  comparatively 
short  time. 

In  short,  statistics  are  available  and 
could  be  abundantly  adduced,  if  space  al- 
lowed, to  prove  that  the  so-called  reme- 
dial, preventive  or  reformatory  schemes, 
are,  as  pertaining  to  ruthless  murder, 
false  in  principle  and  unsatisfactory  in 
practice.  European  nations  and  some 
American  states  that  had  abandoned 
capital  punishment,  restored  it  after  a 
fair  test  of  other  schemes.  If  the  reader 
examines  the  immense  array  of  facts 
and  astonishing  revelations  regarding 
crime  (presented  by  Judge  Kavanaugh 
of  Chicago),  he  will  be  convinced  that 
laxness  in  enforcing  laws,  illegal  carrying 
of  fire-arms  and  non-enforcement  of  the 
death  penalty,  are  largely  responsible 
for  the  wave  of  lawlessness  and  shocking 
murders  now  sweeping  over  the  country. 

The  reader  will  please  note  that  our 
contention  is  that,  since  there  ought  to 
be  a  just  proportion  between  the  nature 
of  the  crime  and  the  penalty,  a  minor  of- 
fense draws  a  minor  punishment  and  a 
major  offense  a  major  punishment ;  fur- 
ther that,  since  first  degree  murder  is  a 
capital  offense  against  God,  man  and 
society,  the  Biblical  injunction  regarding 
the  penalty  ought  to  take  its  course — 
always  assuming,  however,  that  first 
degree  murder  has  been  proved  beyond  a 
peradventure. 

[The  above  appeared  in  The  Christian 
World  of  October  15,  1927,,  and  is  pub- 
lished again  by  request.] 


(Ccfntimied  from  Page  20) 

9.  The  rural  church  is  the  recruiting 
ground  for  the  city  church  of  leaders, 
workers  and  members.  The  rural  com- 
munity is  the  source  of  much  of  the 
leadership  of  city  and  nation. 

10.  Community  Training  School  in 
the  rural  community?  How  can  it  be 
done?  The  problem  is  more  difficult  of 
solution  than  the  training  of  leaders  in 
the  city. 

11.  The  extension  or  service  program 
of  the  rural  church  into  the  community — 
the  conditions  and  needs,  and  therefore 
the  methods,  are  quite  different. 

12.  Co-operation  with  other  organiza- 
tions and  movements  in  the  community 
for  a  well-balanced  Christian  program 
for  the  community.  The  agencies  and 
organizations  will  not  be  the  same  in  city 
and  country. 

13.  The  Suburban  Movement  and  the 
Country  Church — How  get  the  suburban 
and  the  rural  people  to  unite  on  common 
programs  and  in  the  same  organizations 
when  their  interests  and  background  are 
so  different  ?  The  suburban  movement 
is  growing,  especially  in  the  East,  and 
many  rural  churches  are  struggling  des- 
perately with  the  problem. 

It  is  the  sincere  hope  of  the  writer  that 
this  paper  may  help  to  produce  greater 
respect  for  the  task  of  the  rural  ministry, 
and  to  encourage  a  more  sympathetic  and 
enthusiastic  effort  of  co-operation  to  pro- 
vide our  good  rural  people  with  a  church 
organization  and  a  program  that  will 
serve  their  every  spiritual  need.  We  trust 
also  that  no  one  will  feel  that  our  present 
emphasis  on  the  rural  church  situation  is 
unfair  and  unnecessary.  We  would  sug- 
gest that,  if  the  problems  of  the  city  min- 
istry are  not  being  properly  solved  by  the 
denomination,  those  who  are  engaged  in 
that  work  and  are  interested  in  securing 
needed  assistance,  present  their  plans  and 
suggestions  to  the  judicatories  of  the 
church  and  bring  their  claims  before  the 
General  Synod  by  means  of  overtures  and 
other  means  at  their  disposal.  Neither 
city  nor  country  ministry  dare  be  neg- 
lected if  we  would  adequately  serve  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  people  and  com- 
munities which  are  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States. 


Foreign  Missions 

Allen  R.  Bartholomew.  Editor 


There  is  No  End  to  the  Work  of  Missions 


THE  work  of  world-wide  Missions  is 
so  big  and  so  varied  that  it  naturally 
baffles  the  human  mind.  There  is  nothing 
more  challenging  to  faith  than  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Gospel  in  the  life  of  human- 
ity. It  is  not  something  that  we  can 
weigh  in  scales,  or  measure  with  the  yard 
stick.  Dr.  Cleland  B.  McAfee  says:  *'A 
journey  around  the  world  leaves  me  un- 
certain whether  achievements  or  needs 
are  more  impressive  and  challenging  in 
the  foreign  missionary  enterprise.  It  is 
much  farther  along  than  some  people 
imagine;  it  is  more  beset  with  needs  and 
problems  than  other  people  suppose. 
Some  travellers  are  amazed,  others  are 
disappointed,  with  what  they  find  on  the 
mission  field." 

We  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  fac* 
that  our  duty  as  Christians  is  to  be  bearers 
of  the  good  news  of  salvation.  And  this 
news  is  for  all  people.  Some  nations 
have  heard  the  gospel  for  a  longer  time 
than  others,  and  they  will  naturally  show 
greater  signs  of  progress  in  grace  and 
truth.  But  there  is  no  place  where  the 
work  is  complete.  And  it  would  surely 
be  a  grievous  mistake  for  any  church  to 
adopt  a  policy  that  it  will  not  extend  its 
cords  in  the  world  until  the  work  is  done 
at  home.  "Begin  at  Jerusalem,  but  keep 
on  going  until  you  get  into  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth."  That  was  the  direc- 
tion Jesus  gave  His  first  followers,  and 
the  program  remains  the  same  for  all 
Christians  at  all  times. 

There  is  a  demand  in  our  day  for  a 
clear  and  certain  pronouncement  on  this 
point.  At  no  other  time  have  there  been 
so  many  discordant  voices  in  the  Church 
in  regard  to  the  need  for  the  work  of 
Foreign  Missions.  The  air  seems  to  be 
rife  with  doubts  and  fears  regarding  the 
very  obligation  for  spreading  our  holy  re- 
ligion. These  strike  at  the  root  of  a  vital 


interest  in  missions  on  the  part  of  many 
Christians.  Time  was  when  the  friends 
of  Missions  had  to  contend  with  the  globe 
trotters  who  came  home  telling  us  they 
saw  no  good  in  the  work  of  the  mission- 
aries. In  fact,  they  said  they  were  more 
of  a  hindrance  than  a  help.  This  false 
report  has  been  met  by  the  visits  of  lead- 
ing Christians,  who  have  gone  to  see  for 
themselves  and  who  have  brought  back 
most  encouraging  reports  of  all  they  have 
seen  and  heard  of  the  work  of  God. 

But  a  more  vicious  foe  now  appears  in 
our  midst,  and  that  is  the  man  or  woman 
who  says  that  the  Church  has  no  right  to 
invade  the  non-Christian  world,  for  the 
reason  that  the  people  there  have  their 
own  religions  and  that  Christianity  has 
as  much  to  learn  as  it  has  to  teach,  and 
that  we  are  only  upheaving  and  embroil- 
ing the  whole  world,  as  in  China,  with 
the  leaven  of  the  Gospel.  The  fruits  of 
Christian  faith  are  a  sufficient  answer  to 
these  sceptical  teachings. 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  Christian  advo- 
cates to  gird  on  the  whole  armor  of  God, 
and  go  courageously  forward  with  the 
work  of  Gospel  dissemination.  We  must 
never  forget  who  it  is  that  bids  us,  "go 
into  all  the  world."  It  is  the  same  all- 
conquering  Christ,  who  came  forth  as 
victor  over  death  and  hell,  and  who  tells 
us,  ''All  power  is  given  unto  Me."  "Be 
not  afraid,  believe  only."  There  are  re- 
sources at  the  command  of  the  loyal  men 
and  women  that  will  enable  them  to  de- 
stroy the  forces  of  evil  in  the  world. 

That  Christ  is  the  only  one  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  the  human  heart  in  every 
land,  is  evident  from  the  appeals  that 
come  forth  from  all  over  the  world. 
"Come  over  and  help  us,"  resounds 
throughout  every  Christian  nation.  "I  ad- 
vocate a  fourfold  increase  of  missionary 
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forces  in  Japan,"  says  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  representative  of  its  Christian 
leaders.  From  our  own  Chinese  Chris- 
tians comes  the  call,  ''Return  the  mis- 
sionaries, we  need  them.     We  cannot 


carry  on  the  work  without  their  help." 
Truly  the  whole  world  needs  Christ.  It 
is  our  duty  and  privilege  to  share  Christ, 
the  only  Light  and  Hope  of  the  world, 
with  all  mankind. 


The  Great  Meeting  in  Jerusalem 


ALL  eyes  will  be  fixed  on  the  meeting 
of  the  International  Missionary 
Council  at  Jerusalem  from  March  24th  to 
April  8th.  The  delegates  have  been  wisely 
chosen  and  are  the  foremost  leaders  in  the 
missionary  work  of  the  world.  There 
will  be  five  main  subjects  for  discussion, 
and  on  each  subject  small  committees  have 
been  at  work  for  months  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  papers. 

1.  The  Christian  life  and  message  in  re- 
lation to  non-Christian  systems  and 
thought. 

2.  The  principles  and  practice  of  re- 
ligious education. 

3.  The  relation  of  the  older  Churches 
of  Christendom  to  the  younger  Churches 
over  seas. 

4.  Christian  responsibility  in  regard  to 
relations  between  races,  industrial  rela- 
tions and  the  life  of  rural  communities. 

5.  The  future  of  international  mission- 
ary co-operation. 

There  will  be  fully  two  hundred  men 
and  women  in  attendance  at  this  meeting, 
and  the  sessions  will  be  held  on  the 
Mount  of  Olives.  All  nations  are  to  be 
represented,  and  we  may  well  believe 
that  the  final  actions  taken  will  help  to 
create  a  still  better  understanding  between 
the  nationals  of  their  respective  countries 
and  those  of  the  Christian  nations.  Let 
us  all  pray  for  the  spirit  of  the  living 
God  to  pervade  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
all  in  attendance. 

The  following  are  specific  lines  of 
thought  that  will  guide  us  in  our  prayers : 

The  Purpose  of  God 
Xet  us  ask — 

That  the  meeting  and  all  activities  con- 
nected with  it  may  contribute  to  the  ful- 
filment of  God's  purpose;  and  that  to  this 
end  Christ  may  he  the  centre,  the  touch- 
stone and  the  inspiration  of  all  that  is 
thought  and  written  and  spoken/ 


Let  us  remember  the  groups  and  indi- 
viduals in  many  countries  who  will  be 
studying  the  preparatory  papers  during 
the  next  three  months. 

The  Work  of  Preparation 
Xet  us  ask — 

That  members  of  the  Council,  all  who 
take  part  in  the  work  of  preparation,  the 
mission  hoards  and  the  Churches  overseas 
may  be  given  an  open  and  childlike  mind, 
readiness  to  receive  new  ideas  and  willing- 
ness to  venture  forth  on  untried  ways.' 

Let  us  remember  the  individual  dele- 
gates, upon  whom  so  much  responsibility 
will  rest ;  and  the  group  of  delegates  from 
Continental  Europe  who  are  to  meet  to- 
gether in  Cairo  for  two  days  before  pro- 
ceeding to  Jerusalem,  for  further  prepara- 
tion. 

Let  us  also  remember  the  officers  of  the 
Council  and  all  who  have  in  hand  the 
ordering  of  the  details  of  the  meeting. 

The  Outcome  of  the  Meeting 
Xet  us  ask — 

That  out  of  the  work  done  in  connec- 
tion with  the  meeting  that  may  be  spoken 
and  written  which  will  kindle  a  flame  in 
the  hearts  of  men,'  and  'that  there  may  he 
given  to  the  International  Missionary 
Council,  to  mission  boards  and  mission- 
aries and  to  the  Churches  overseas  the 
spirit  of  daring  adventure,  the  power  of 
resolute  action  and  the  capacity  for  will- 
ing sacrifice.' 

Let  us  remember  that  the  flame  can 
only  be  kindled  in  hearts  already  pre- 
pared ;  the  outcome  of  the  meeting  will 
depend  largely  upon  the  faithful  prayer 
and  readiness  to  respond  of  those  who  will 
attend  it. 


"Plenteous  grace  with  Thee*  is  found, 

Grace  to  cover  all  my  sin; 
Let  the  healing  streams  abound, 
Make  and  keep  me  pure  within!" 
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A  Letter  of  Thanks  from  Mrs.  Fuse 


Sendai,  Japan,  December  1,  1927. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Board  and  my 
many  Dear  Friends  in  America: 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  write  a  letter  to 
every  one  of  you,  but  as  it  is  impossible  I 
will  take  this  way  to  say  my  heartfelt 
appreciation  for  your  love  and  kindness. 
How  often  my  thought  wanders  back 
with  you  and  how  I  long  to  see  you  again ! 
I  shall  never  forget  those  happy  times  I 
spent  with  you  in  America. 

This  is  my  first  time  to  write  to 
America  since  I  am  back  in  Japan.  As 
one  day  is  so  short  the  weeks  and  months 
go  by  so  fast.  I  was  a  little  tired  after 
my  long  trip  and  moreover  I  felt  very 
busy,  day  and  night.  Our  ladies  were  so 
happy  to  hear  all  about  America.  One 
great  thing  I  am  very  glad  for  is  that 
here  I  can  talk  in  Japanese  without 
worrying  about  my  mistakes.  I  think  you 
can  imagine  how  I  chattered  before  them. 
I  made  two  long  speeches  about  my  visit 
to  America  and  it  is  not  finished  yet. 
How  they  felt  love  toward  you,  hearing 


of  your  great  love  shown  to  me,  and  how 
they  laughed  when  they  heard  of  my 
many  blunders ! 

Our  work  is  growing  and  we  have  so 
many  seekers,  sicknesses,  troubles  and 
needs,  and  only  our  time  is  not  sufficient. 
I  am  so  thankful  that  Japan  is  awakening 
spiritually  very  rapidly.  Last  week  we 
had  two  famous  workers  in  Sendai.  One 
is  a  great  lady  worker,  Mrs.  Kubushiro, 
in  Temperance  Society,  and  the  other  is  a 
famous  scientist,  Dr.  S.  Sato,  who  is 
working  for  souls  with  burning  zeal.  It 
was  really  wonderful  how  people  were 
moved  by  him.  We  thought  the  day  of 
Pentecost  had  come. 

Now  dear  friends,  I  wish  to  thank  you 
again  for  your  kindness,  every  one  of 
you,  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  and 
the  dear  little  children.  I  never  can  for- 
get those  sweet  impressions  I  received 
from  you.  Finally  I  wish  you  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Toyose:  Fuse. 


No  New  Work  or  Workers 


The  fact  that  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  has  not  sent  out  a  single  new 
missionary  to  any  of  our  fields  during  the 
year  1927  is  cause  for  sincere  regret.  It 
was  a  backward  step  in  our  history  when 
the  Board  took  the  action  in  the  fall  of 

1926  that  *'no  new  work  be  undertaken  in 

1927  and  no  new  workers  be  sent  to  the 
field  during  the  year,"  but  we  were  driven 
to  it.  May  we  not  entreat  our  dear  read- 
ers to  ponder,  and  pray,  and  point  the 
way  for  better  things  in  the  coming  year. 

By  sheer  force  of  a  financial  exigency 
the  Board  was  compelled  to  make  a  10 
per  cent  cut  in  all  the  appropriations  for 
the  work  on  the  fields  and  in  the  home 
administration.  This,  however,  was  not 
to  apply  to  the  salaries  of  the  workers. 
The  reduction  has  had  some  serious  ef- 
fects on  the  work.  The  cut  in  travel  ex- 
penses for  the  missionaries  meant  fewer 
visits  to  the  out-stations.  The  cut  in 
property  repairs  will  result  in  deteriora- 
tion of  the  properties.  The  news  of 
undertaking  no  new  work  and  sending  out 


no  new  workers  during  1927  has  been 
depressing  to  the  missionaries.  But  the 
harm,  well  nigh  irreparable,  was  the 
effect  on  the  minds  of  our  Japanese  work- 
ers. They  know  of  the  remarkable  pros- 
perity in  the  United  States.  They  could 
not  help  but  regard  this  10  per  cent  reduc- 
tion of  the  budget  as  a  loss  of  interest  on 
the  part  of  our  Church  in  Missions,  and 
this  they  must  construe  as  a  sign  of  an 
indifferent  Christian  life.  Are  they  cor- 
rect in  their  inference?  Let  us  be  candid 
and  confess  that  our  members  are  not 
poorer  than  the  members  of  other 
Churches.  They  have  the  money  for  the 
things  they  want.  Out  of  the  depths  of  a 
painful  conviction  a  missionary  writes : 
"This  is  the  most  discouraging  feature  of 
the  reduction  for  both  missionaries  and 
Japanese  workers.  Our  spirits  fail  when 
we  think  of  the  wealth  in  the  hands  of  our 
Church  members  and  then  see  them  give 
the  value  of  four  or  five  gallons  of  'gas' 
for  the  salvation  of  other  nations.  Some- 
thing is  wrong  somewhere." 
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Seventeen  Days  With  Chinese  Bandits 

The  Story  of  the  Captivity  of  Our  Missionaries 

By  Rev.  Kare  H.  Beck 

PART  III  (Conchided) 

The  Last  Week  in  the  Cave.  Word  Received  that  Negotiations  for  Release  Were 
Being  Made.    The  Ransom.    Freedom  at  Last. 


It  had  happened  that  on  that  very  morn- 
ing a  Httle  incident  had  occurred  that 
filled  Sir  Walter  with  considerable  pride. 
I  had  stretched  out  on  the  straw  for  an 
after-breakfast  nap.  I  was  roused  from 
my  slumber  by  a  slight  noise  close  at 
hand.  On  opening  my  eyes  I  saw  Sir 
Walter  going  through  a  series  of  gestures 
with  his  dagger.  These  exercises  brought 
his  formidable  toy  within  a  very  few 
inches  of  my  own  cranial  anatomy.  With 
nearly  shut  eyes  I  took  in  the  perform- 
ance which  lasted  for  some  little  time. 
After  a  while  Sir  Walter  settled  back,  set 
about  smoking  tobacco,  keeping  a  glitter- 
ing eye  on  my  mouth.  I  knew  well 
enough  that  his  piercing  glance  discarded 
my  lips  and  got  mental  visions  of  a  hand- 
ful of  gold  teeth.  I  was  careful  enough 
to  keep  my  lips  closed,  though  I  had  a 
fraction  of  an  eye  open.  Afterwards  when 
the  event  had  quite  passed  over,  I  was 
foolish  enough  to  say  to  Sir  Walter: 
''Friend,  why  did  you  try  to  frighten  me 
with  your  dagger  after  breakfast?"  I'm 
sure  that  Sir  Walter  has  gotten  a  lot  of 
satisfaction  out  of  the  boast  that  he  could 
influence  me  even  in  my  sleep,  to  frighten 
me. 

Those  were  not  the  only  ways  that  the 
men  tried  to  frighten  us.  Other  unspeak- 
able things  that  the  men  planned  among 
themselves  to  do,  and  that  they  told  me 
they  were  going  to  do,  they  had  no  power 
to  carry  out.  They,  of  course,  could  not 
know  the  power  that  restrained  them.  I 
heard  them  chide  each  other  for  their 
timidity,  and  excuse  their  inactivity  for 
petty  reasons  of  kind-heartedness  or  for 
lack  of  opportunity.  I  was  very  glad 
that  the  men  always  addressed  such  re- 
marks to  me.  In  fact  they  seldom  ad- 
dressed the  ladies  except  through  me.  My 
position,  day  and  night,  was  between  the 
bandits  on  one  side  and  the  ladies  on  the 
other.    We  were  all  crowded  together  in 


a  common  bed,  at  the  cave.  Half  of  my 
cover  was  the  clean,  sanitary  quilt  that  the 
ladies  were  permitted  to  have,  and  part  of 
the  time  half  of  my  cover  was  the  dirty, 
unsanitary  rag  that  also  covered  the  sleep- 
ing bandits. 

Thoughts  of  that  bed  in  the  cave  bring 
a  shudder,  even  to  remember.  As  I  men- 
tioned above,  the  first  night  or  two,  that 
.  bed  on  straw  with  bamboo  leaves  under 
it,  was  a  luxury,  as  far  as  softness  was 
concerned.  Before  we  were  through  with 
the  cave  the  bed  was  a  virtual  wreck. 
From  morning  till  night,  then  from  twi- 
light to  dawn,  we  had  to  stay  put  on  that 
bed.  True,  we  could  sit  up  or  lie  down 
as  we  liked,  so  long  as  we  were  quiet. 
But  we  dared  not  move  away  from  our 
corner  of  the  room  for  long  at  a  time. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  week  we  had 
to  spare  some  of  the  straw  to  provide  bed- 
ding for  a  couple  more  bandits.  Aside 
from  that,  the  straw,  with  its  constant 
use,  was  becoming  very  perfectly  pressed. 
It  had  no  more  spring  to  it.  To  lie  on  it 
was  about  the  same  as  to  lie  on  the  rock. 
Yet  it  had  as  many  jiggers  as  before. 
Even  our  captors,  who  had  opportunity  to 
move  about  at  will,  complained  of  the 
hard  bed ! 

It  was  difficult,  too,  at  first,  to  spend 
all  the  day,  and  all  the  waking  hours  of 
the  night  just  sitting  or  lying  there  with 
nothing  to  do,  and  with  a  prohibition  on 
talking.  There  were  times  when  the  rain 
was  falling  in  torrents  so  that  we  need 
not  fear  being  heard  by  prowlers  about. 
Then  we  were  permitted  to  chat,  even  to 
sing  or  laugh.  Some  of  our  guardians 
encouraged  us  to  sing,  to  entertain  our- 
selves. But  it  was  a  great  trial  to  Sir 
Walter  to  see  us  cheerful.  The  first 
definite  hint  that  we  had  regarding  the 
fact  that  friends  of  ours  were  "talking 
price"    with    the    bandits    slipped  out 
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Yang  Han-giang 

This  Christian  gentleman  accompanied  Evan- 
gehst  Lee  and  helped  carry  out  the  conditions 
of  the  release  of  the  captives. 


through  an  inadvertency  on  the  part  of 
Sir  Walter. 

It  was  a  rainy  day.  For  that  reason  a 
fire  was  burning  brightly  in  camp,  as 
neither  the  Hght  nor  smoke  from  the  camp 
would  attract  attention  outside.  The  three 
of  us  had  been  playing  a  guessing  game. 
I  believe  it's  called  "What  is  it?"  Then 
Alexander  suggested  we  sing.  He 
hadn't  heard  us  sing  for  a  long  time.  We 
were  glad  to  accommodate.  Sir  Walter 
was  lying  under  cover  suffering  from  lack 
of  opium,  and  at  the  same  time  from  an 
attack  of  dysentery.  Presently  he  threw 
off  his  cover  and  sat  up.  Glaring  at  us 
with  wild  eyes  he  shouted  out :  "Haven't 
you  folks  any  respectability?  Don't  you 
have  any  sense  of  fear  or  any  feeling  of 


sorrow  ?  Weren't  you  robbed  ?  Don't  you 
know  that  you  must  pay  thirty  thousand 
dollars  ransom?  I  never  heard  of  such 
a  thing  as  this :  singing  and  laughing  when 
it's  a  question  of  paying  your  money  by 
the  given  day  or  forfeiting  your  lives !" 
Then  Sir  Walter  went  on  acquainting  us 
of  the  fact  that  if  a  Chinaman  loses  a 
string  of  cash  he  mopes  for  a  week ;  if  he 
has  to  sell  a  field  to  meet  a  debt,  he  goes 
in  mourning  for  a  half  a  year,  and  other 
such  exaggerations.  One  of  the  fellow 
bandits  vouchsafed  to  correct  Sir  Walter 
about  the  amount.  'Tt's  only  three  thou- 
sand that  has  been  required,"  he  said. 

"Thirty  thousand,  I  tell  you,"  shouted 
Sir  Walter.  "Thirty  thousand  it  must  be  ! 
A  hundred  thousand  was  more  plausible 
talk !" 

Of  course  this  was  the  first  intimation 
to  us  that  any  bargaining  was  going  on. 
We  had  felt  on  Sunday,  that  we  were 
going  to  be  released  without  ransom. 
What  the  hold  up  after  that  was,  we  did 
not  know.  But  now  that  the  knowledge 
had  come  to  us,  it  was  not  so  difficult  to 
get  a  few  facts,  or  at  least  statements 
from  our  captors. 

Negotiators  from  Shenchow  had  ar- 
rived at  the  camp.  One  was  an  old  man 
Shih  who  had  once  been  a  bandit  himself, 
but  now  was  a  law-abiding  citizen.  He 
had  negotiated  for  several  days  and 
finally  had  gone  back  to  Shenchow  to  get 
the  money.  Three  thousand  dollars  was 
the  price  of  the  ransom,  with  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars  more  for  the  two  head 
bandits.  Of  the  three  thousand  dollars, 
each  bandit,  big  or  little,  was  to  get  five 
dollars ;  the  balance,  together  with  what 
had  been  stolen  from  our  boats  was  to  be 
used  to  buy  arms  and  ammunition.  As 
the  negotiator  was  a  distant  relative  of 
one  of  the  bandit  heads,  he  had  per- 
suaded him  to  agree  to  free  the  captives, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  an  arrangement  on, 
whereby  the  bandits  should  be  taken  into 
the  army.  That  was  the  arrangement  that 
had  been  reached  on  the  first  day,  evi- 
dently the  Sunday  before.  But  when  the 
matter  was  broached  with  the  other  head 
bandit,  whom  the  men  mentioned  as 
Tien  Da-go,  he  made  a  different  turn  of 
affairs.   He  scoffed  at  the  younger  leader, 
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Chiu  Dwan-fu 

Lieutenant  Chiu  was  the  officer  into  whose 
hands  the  missionaries  were  entrusted  after  their 
release.  He  brought  them  in  safety  to  Shen- 
chow  and  was  promoted  to  a  colonelcy.  Later 
a  report  was  afloat  that  he  was  beheaded  be- 
cause his  soldiers  were  turning  to  banditry. 


called  him  tenderfoot  and  other  such 
scathing  epithets.  Unless  better  terms 
should  be  promised  than  that,  Tien  would 
kill  the  other  on  the  spot. 

So  negotiations  had  to  begin  again. 
And  that  was  why  our  Sunday  afternoon 
hopes  had  both  risen  and  fallen  in  so 
short  a  time.  The  future  negotiations 
carried  on  through  several  days.  There 
was  stubbornness  on  both  sides.  Finally 
the  bandit  heads  had  agreed  on  the  price 
above-mentioned,  provided  it  should  be 
delivered  to  hand  by  Saturday,  otherwise 
the  price  of  ransom  would  be  jumped,  and 
the  captives  dealt  with  according  to  the 
practices  of  banditry. 


Sir  Walter  did  not  permit  the  telling  of 
these  things  to  us  while  he  was  about. 
But  he  always  left  the  camp  each  day  for 
a  few  hours,  usually  I  think,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  or  smoking  opium. 
While  he  was  gone,  we  found  out  things, 
or  we  chatted  among  ourselves.  In  order 
to  be  circumspect  in  his  eyes,  we  were 
very  sad  of  countenance,  and  very  sub- 
dued when  he  was  about.  Thus  we  got 
on  better  with  him.  But  he  assured  us 
that  if  the  money  didn't  arrive  on  time, 
nothing  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars 
would  save  us,  and  to  get  that  he  had  no 
doubt  we'd  have  to  take  some  of  the  usual 
tortures  of  the  camp.  He  said  that  orders 
had  come  from  headquarters,  time  and 
again,  to  tie  us  up,  and  suspend  us  from 
a  tree ;  even  to  make  away  with  one  of 
us  in  order  to  intimidate  the  others,  but 
that  he,  out  of  the  goodness  of  his  heart, 
had  spared  us  that  inconvenience.  I  be- 
lieve that  some  of  the  men  of  the  party 
had  much  more  to  do  with  sparing  us 
than  he  had. 

During  the  days  that  we  were  in  the 
cave  only  five  men  came  there  who  were 
not  members  of  our  immediate  group. 
The  farmer  at  whose  house  or  hovel  we 
had  spent  part  of  that  last  eventful  Sun- 
day night,  occasionally  brought  us  our 
rice.  One  day  he  ventured  to  talk  to  me. 
He  said :  "Don't  be  over-anxious.  There 
are  men  negotiating  for  you.  I  have  two 
hundred  cash  with  me,  if  I  can  buy  you 
anything,  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so."  This 
confirmed  the  word  that  our  custodians 
had  given  us,  to  the  effect  that  our  case 
was  not  being  neglected.  Aside  from  the 
farmer  and  his  son,  and  the  fisherman 
who  had  formerly  acted  as  a  go-between 
for  the  head  man,  and  a  vender  of  rice 
cakes  whom  we  had  seen  at  two  of  our 
former  retreats,  I  could  not  account  for 
the  services  rendered  by  the  other  visitor 
until  later  I  learned  from  Revs.  E.  A. 
Beck  and  Owen  of  our  Mission,  that  a 
locksmith  had  visited  our  hiding  place  act- 
ing as  a  spy  for  them.  Those  two  col- 
leagues from  Yochow  had  come  to  Tao 
Yuen  to  do  whatever  could  be  done  from 
that  place  for  our  release.  But  we  did 
not  know  that  they  were  on  our  tracks 
until  we  had  arrived  back  at  Shenchow. 
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On  Thursday  afternoon  we  received  a 
bundle  of  clothing,  accompanied  by  a  card 
of  Reverend  Lee,  the  Chinese  pastor  of 
the  Shenchow  church.  With  the  clothing 
came  several  letters  from  friends  at  Shen- 
chow and  from  friends  on  the  boats  that 
we  had  left.  That  was  a  most  exciting 
evening.  First,  as  the  weather  was  de- 
cidedly cool  and  as  we  had  been  minding 
the  cold  for  a  day  or  two,  each  of  us  made 
haste  to  don  the  articles  that  were  sent  us. 
Fortunately  the  articles  sent  were  just 
what  were  needed.  Not  least  among  the 
things  received  were  tooth  brushes  and 
paste  and  soap.  There  were  also  some 
copies  of  The  Sunbury  Daily  wrapped 
about  the  clothes.  These  first  furnished 
us  reading  material,  then  they  went  to 
augment  the  straw,  as  a  mattress  on  our 
bed. 

Reverend  Lee  had  not  been  permitted 
to  send  us  more  information  than  that  he 
was  at  Maifoo  carrying  on  negotiations  in 
our  behalf.  The  letters  from  the  Station 
said  that  on  receipt  of  Miss  Messimer's 
telegram  from  Tao  Yuen  telling  of  our 
capture,  activities  were  at  once  begun,  and 
that  Reverend  Lee  together  with  several 
other  Chinese  representatives  of  the 
church  and  of  the  gentry,  had  undertaken 


to  get  into  touch  with  our  captors.  The 
letters  from  the  folks  on  the  boat  merely 
said  that  they  were  getting  on  slowly  to- 
ward Shenchow,  much  handicapped  by 
lack  of  food  supplies  and  bedding,  that 
they  had  been  robbed  a  second  time,  and 
that  Dr.  Wang  had  decided  to  go  back  to 
Tao  Yuen  and  so  had  carried  the  tele- 
grams about  the  robbing  and  about  our 
plight. 

We  were  busy  Friday  preparing  pen- 
ciled letters  for  all  our  friends.  These 
letters  old  John  Silver  promised  to  deliver 
to  Reverend  Lee.  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  of  them  getting  through.  When  we 
found  that  Reverend  Lee  had  not  re- 
ceived them,  we  hoped  that  Silver  had 
mailed  them.  Doubtless  he  had  one 
formula  for  dealing  with  all  communica- 
tions that  were  entrusted  to  him. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  it  was  evident 
that  preparations  were  being  made  to 
break  camp.  The  men  seemed  worried 
that  no  orders  had  come  from  headquar- 
ters regarding  us.  They  said  they  feared 
that  the  head  men  would  quarrel,  about  us 
and  that  we  might  be  sent  for,  to  our  own 
sorrow.  So  our  men  were  talking  among 
themselves  of  another  cave  on  another 
mountain  whither  they  proposed  to  escort 


Ma-I-Foo,  "Horse  Market  Place" 

At  this  river  town  the  missionaries  spent  Sunday,  October  10,  1926,  the  day  following  their 

release  from  the  bandits. 
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us.  That  didn't  sound  good  to  us.  We 
mistrusted  lest  these  fellows  felt  that  they 
could  carry  on  a  litMe  project  on  the  side, 
holding  ug  after  the  ransom  had  been  paid 
over.  We  protested' that  we'd  rather  risk 
staying  where  we  were,  for  fear  news  of 
our  release  mig-ht  come  and  we  be  absent. 
**At  any  rate,"  they  said,  ''you  ought  to 
have  a  chance  to  take  a  bath.  It  is  a 
week  now  that  you've  been  here  and 
you've  not  been  able  to  clean  up. 
We'll  take  you  up  to  the  hovel  on  the  hill 
where  we  stopped  on  our  way  down  here. 
There  you  can  enjoy  the  luxury  of  warm 
water."  But  we  didn't  have  that  promise 
fulfilled. 

There  was  a  hello  from  a  strange  voice 
up  the  hill.  All  our  guards  sprang  to  their 
feet,  snatching  up  their  arms,  and  order- 
ing us  to  remain  quiet.  One  or  two  of 
the  men  ventured  out  to  investigate. 
Soon,  however,  the  tension  was  broken. 
Villa  came  in  with  a  guide  who  brought 
the  good  news  that  our  release  was  accom- 
plished, and  that  he  would  guide  us  to 
the  place  where  our  rescuers  would  re- 
ceive us.  All  of  our  party  of  guardians, 
whose  number  had  by  now  dwindled  to 
six,  were  to  accompany  us  as  guard  of 
honor !  Villa  had  the  temerity  to  venture 
that  the  party  would  like  to  receive  a  tip 
of  forty  dollars  for  the  trouble  of  taking 
us  to  the  river !  I  cordially  assured  the 
fellows  that  if  we  had  it  in  our  power  to 
do  so,  we  should  give  them  a  tip  of  a 
couple  of  dollars  apiece  for  their  consid- 
erate treatment  of  u§  during  the  seventeen 
days. 

That  trip  down  from  the  cave  was  a 
happy  one.    We  were  indeed  glad  that  it 


was  still  light  enough  to  see  our  way,  and 
to  find  out  what  sort  of , a  road  it  was  that 
we  had  travelled  with  so  mcieh  anxiety 
a  week  before.  Soon  alter  we~were  down 
the  hill  we  left  the  road  by  which  we  had 
come,  and  Started  on  what  proved  to  be 
a  short  cut  to  Ma  Li  Wan.  Once  on  the 
road '  we  met  up  with  a  group  of  night 
rustlers.  None  of  them  carried  •  guns, 
but,  as  was  the  case  with  our  own  guard, 
all  were  fitted  out  with  spears  and  knives. 
At  their  head  we  recognized  the  fisher- 
man who  had  also  once  visited  our  men 
at  the  cave.  We  whispered  an  agreement 
among  ourselves  that  this  group  of 
bandits  must  have  been  sent  out  to  ascer- 
tain for  the  head  men  that  we  were 
actually  being  handed  over  to  the 
rescuers. 

After  we  had  come  out  along  the  river, 
we  had  not  gone  far  upstream  before  our 
guard  motioned  us  into  a  copse  by  the 
road,  while  he  went  ahead.  Our  guide 
said  that  it  was  feared  that  when  we  were 
once  handed  over,  there  might  be  a  troop 
of  soldiers  concealed  nearby  that  might 
attempt  to  annihilate  our  bandit  escort. 
Therefore  the  guide  had  gone  on  to  get 
some  of  our  representatives  who  should 
come  to  this  place  to  receive  us. 

We  did  not  have  to  wait  long.  Soon 
there  were  footsteps,  then  the  lanternlight 
flashed  at  the  entrance  to  our  bay,  and  we 
saw  Reverend  Lee  and  an  older  Chinese 
gentleman.  It  was  indeed  a  cordial  wel- 
come that  we  mutually  extended.  We 
were  soon  in  Ma  Li  Wan,  and  as  that  is 
the  same  thing  as  saying  that  we  were 
free  of  the  bandits,  it  is  a  proper  place  to 
discontinue  this  chronicle. 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

Comparative  Statement  for  the  Month  of  November 

1926  1927 

Synods                     Appt.    Specials       Totals        Appt.       Specials     Totals    Increase  Decrease 

Eastern                     $10,876.28    $1,114.77    $11,991.05     $9,264.86      $682.99     $9,947.85    $2,043.20 

Ohio    4.261.81        4.52..50       4.714.31       4,74.3.18        347.50       5,090.68  $,376.37   

Northwest                    1.317.35         3.5.00       1.352.35         717.03        176.26         89.3.29    459.06 

Pittsburgh                   2,852.73         50.00       2.902.73       1,938.63        232.70       2171. 33    731.40 

Potomac    2,9.53.05    2.95.3.05       3.274.17        141.50       3,41.5.67  462.62  

German   of  East.        562.25         20.00         582.25         6.53.00         10.57         66.3.57  81.32   

"Mid -West    1  433.20    1.4.33.20       1,495.83         42.83       1..53S.66  105.46   

^W   M.  S.  G.  S   1.285.54       1.285..54    1,874.31       1874.31  588.77   

Miscellaneous                                 209.14         209.14      209.14 

Annuity  Bonds    100.00  100.00    4..500.00       4..500.00  4.400.00   

Bequests   1,241.69       1.241.69  1.241.69   

Totals                    $24,256.67    $.3,266.95    $27,523.62    $22,0^6.70    $9,250.35    $31,337.05    $7,256.23  $3,542.80 

Net  Increase    ,$3,813.43 
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Our  Young  People 

AivUKNK  Sanger  DeChant 

Courage  Has  A  Crimson  Coat 


Courage  has  a  crimson  coat 

Trimmed  with  trappings  bold, 
Knowledge  dons  a  dress  of  note, 

Fame's  is  cloth  of  gold. 
Far  they  ride  and  far  they  roam, 

Much  they  do  and  dare. 
Gray-gowned  Patience  sits  at  home. 
And  weaves  the  stuff  they  wear. 

Nancy  Byrd  Turner. 
*Tf  there  are  any  more  wars  please  do 
not  make  my  dear  Daddy  and  Uncle 
Oliver  go,"  wrote  a  ten-year-old  Pennsyl- 
vania girl  in  a  letter  addressed  to  "Dear 
Uncle  Sam."  And  Secretary  Davis  re- 
plied thus  for  ''Uncle  Sam" :  "From  the 
bottom  of  my  heart  I  hope  there  will  not 
be  any  more "  wars  and  I  shall  do  every- 
thing I  can  to  prevent  them." 

Youth,  too,  is  talking  Peace.  Right 
now  500  youth,  350  from  Europe,  100 
from  the  Americas,  50  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Australia,  are  preparing  to  go  to 
Eerde,  Holland,  to  discuss  for  ten  days, 
next  August,  the  subject  of  Peace. 


This  very  month,  consecrated  women 
from  all  parts  of  America  are  met  in 
Washington,  to  discuss  "War — It's  Cause 
and  Cure." 

"Patriotism  is  not  enough,"  said  Edith 
Cavell,  just  before  she  was  executed  for 
loyalty  to  her  country.  "I  must  have  no 
hatred  or  bitterness  toward  any  one." 

" — with  malice  toward  none,"  said  our 
very  own  x^braham  Lincoln. 

So,  let  us  youth  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  as  we  cross  the  threshold  of  this 
New  Year,  put  on  the  "crimson  coat  of 
courage,"  courage  to  "unmask  civilized 
savagery" ;  courage  to  stand  by  the  law 
that  prevents  drunkenness ;  courage  to 
ring  true  in  race  relationships,  no  matter 
how  strong  the  caste  that  separates. 

Ah!  "Far"  let  us  "ride"  this  year  of 
1928! 

"Much"  let  us  "do  and  dare!" 
"Peace  on  earth,  goodWill  to  men." 


"/  Am  Not  Satisfied  Until  I  " 


W^ithin  a  radius  of  22  city  blocks  in 
southeast  Philadelphia,  there  are  817 
homes.  Among  them  are  419  Jewish 
families ;  162  Italian ;  124  colored ;  24 
American ;  two  Lithuanian ;  two  Polish, 
one  Irish  and  one  Russian.  Twenty-six 
houses  were  vacant  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
vey and  answers  were  not  obtainable 
from  56  homes. 

Our  Bethel  Reformed  Community 
Center,  at  1914  South  Sixth  street,  is  the 
only  religious  center  in  that  district.  In 
fact,  the  entire  southeast  section  of  Phila- 
delphia, "with  an  area  of  about  six  square 
miles,"  reports  our  Community  Center 
Superintendent,  E.  S.  Kleinginna,  "has 
only  a  few  churches  and  missions  testify- 
ing to  the  saving  grace  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

In  one  year  more  than  400  meetings 
and  classes  were  conducted  at  our  Center, 


attended  by  seven  nationaHties :  Jews, 
Americans,  Negroes  and  Mulattoes. 
Cubans,  Indians,  Poles,  Russians,  Irish 
and  Germans,  representing  about  200 
families. 

The  Center's  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  hokls  an  enviable  record.  It  is 
the  possessor  of  a  permanent  award  given 
by  the  South  Branch  of  the  Philadelphia 
C.  E.  Union,  together  with  banners 
awarded  by  the  same  union.  Every  Tues- 
day evening  the  members  gather  for  re- 
ligious, industrial  and  social  activities. 
"Practical  Christianity"  is  discussed,  and 
during  the  "industrial"  ])eriod,  wood- 
work and  i^rinting,  and  domestic  science 
and  interior-decorating  are  taught. 

Missions  is  stressed  at  the  Friday  night 
meetings.  Slides  procured  from  our  De- 
partment of  Missionary  lulucation  are 
used,  and  last  year,  talks  were  given  by 
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missionaries  from  Africa  and  Morocco, 
and  an  illustrated  lecture  was  given  on 
"Palestine." 

How  to  cook  nourishing  food  for  grow- 
ing families,  and  how  to  beautify  the 
home  are  of  increasing  interest  to  the 
mothers  who  frequent  the  Center.  Talks 
by  physicians,  by  prominent  church 
women  and  by  home  economics  experts 
are  given.  And  at  the  monthly  meetings 
of  the  South  Philadelphia  Mothers'  Club, 
the  Center  mothers  have  always  had  the 
largest  attendance. 

Mary  Blumberg  and  Goodrich  Lynch, 
two  of  the  Center's  young  folks,  teach 
regularly  in  the  Sunday  School.  Three 
are  in  training  schools  for  nurses,  and 
a  fourth  will  enter  as  soon  as  she  is  old 
enough. 

The  young  people  share  in  the  outdoor 
services,  conducted  during  the  summer. 
Moses  Segal,  a  Hebrew  Christian,  plays 
his  cornet  and  twenty  or  more  assist  in  the 
singing. 

Seventy-five  shared  in  the  "group  out- 
ings" at  the  Center's  "farm."  For  some 
it  was  the  first  visit  to  the  country. 
Others  confessed  that  they  only  got 
enough  to  eat  when  they  were  taken  to 
the  parsonage  there. 

Nor  does  the  Center's  ''Peerless"  stand 
idle.    It  has  been  used  as  an  open-air 


pulpit,  as  an  ambulance,  a  hearse,  a  mov- 
ing van,  and  a  ''to-the-country"  bus. 

No  higher  tribute  can  be  paid  our 
Center  and  Superintendent  and  Mrs* 
Kleinginna  and  their  steadfast  corps  of 
workers,  than  this,  from  the  lips  of  one 
who  now  seeks  to  lead  others  there:  "I 
want  to  stay  away;  but  something  seems 
to  draw  me  and  /  AM  NOT  SATIS- 
FIED UNTIL  I  come." 

''We  can  use  almost  anything,"  says 
Superintendent  Kleinginna,  "potatoes, 
fruit,  vegetables,  canned  goods,  clothing 
(all  ages,  both  sexes),  tools,  sewing  ma- 
terials, furniture,  etc.,  and  donations  for 
maintenance."  These  needs  we  can 
supply — we  youth  who  care.  But  we  can 
do  more :  We  can  go  down  and  see  the 
Center  for  ourselves — browse  around — 
breathe  the  atmosphere — and  catch  the 
spirit  of  the  place,  and  then  return,  re- 
solved to  answer  its  challenge  with  our 
gifts  and  interest,  echoing  the  prayer  of 
Superintendent  Kleinginna:  "Grant  Al- 
mighty God  (Hebrew:  El  Shaddai)  that 
more  Jews  and  Gentiles  may  be  intro- 
duced to  Him  who  loves  them." 

"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ :  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth:  to 
the  Jew  first  and  also  to  the  Greek." 
Romans  1 :16. 


Do  You  Know  That 


There  was  an  exhibit  of  fine  arts,  the 
work  of  negro  artists,  at  International 
House,  New  York  City,  January  6-15? 

Miss  Thelma  McKinley,  Haskell, 
Okla.,  is  the  outstanding  farm  girl  of  her 
state,  her  last  year's  work  in  her  4  H 
Club  having  totalled  $5,000  worth  of 
crops  and  household  products? 

From  March  24  to  April  8,  two  hun- 
dred men  and  women  representing  Chris- 
tians of  every  race  and  nation,  will  meet 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  for  an  enlarged 
meeting  of  the  International  Missionary 
Council  ? 

Our  Central  Theological  Seminary, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  is  returning  one  student  a 
year  to  Hungary,  after  a  period  of  study 
here?  And  that  most  of  them  become 
pastors  ? 


A  new  $200,000  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building 
for  negroes  is  being  proposed  for  Dayton, 
Ohio? 

Episcopal  young  people  of  Chicago 
recently  presented  Bishop  Charles  P. 
Anderson  with  $2,800  to  launch  a  move- 
ment to  erect  a  new  cathedral  for 
Chicago  ? 

Nellie  Wong  is  the  only  registered 
woman  pharmacist  in  China  and  the 
United  States? 

Our  Dr.  William  Mann  Irvine  writes 
15,000  letters  to  Alumni  of  Mercersburg 
Academy,  in  every  state  and  30  different 
foreign  countries  ? 

Sarah  Britton,  16,  Kenosha,  Wiscon- 
son,  has  won  the  highest  valor  award  a 
Girl  Scout  can  win,  for  rescuing  two  chil- 
dren from  drowning  in  Lake  Michigan? 
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There  are  7,700  Chinese  women  in 
America  ? 

It  costs  but  $250  to  support  a  student 
in  our  Central  Seminary,  at  Dayton, 
Ohio? 

Adeline  W.  Bucher,  eldest  daughter  of 
our    Missionary    and    Mrs.    J.  Frank 


Bucher,  Shenchowfu,  China,  is  editor-in- 
chief  of  The  Crestiad,  the  bi-weekly  pub- 
lished at  our  Cedar  Crest  College?  And 
that  her  sister  Martha,  shared  with  J. 
Bondy,  both  of  the  class  of  '31,  the  honor 
of  writing  a  prize  poem  for  Cedar  Crest 
Verse,  entitled  "Parody"  (with  apologies 
to  Kipling's  "Danny  Deever")  ? 


The  1928  Stewardship  Essay  Contest 


NEARLY  all  of  the  denominations  are 
having  Stewardship  Essay  Contests. 
This  is  found  to  be  one  of  the  best 
possible  methods  of  familiarizing  large 
numbers  of  people  with  the  meaning  of 
Christian  Stewardship.  The  Reformed 
Church  has  been  holding  these  Steward- 
ship Essay  Contests  for  the  past  five 
years,  but  the  Contest  for  1928  promises 
to  be  more  far-reaching  than  any  of  the 
■others. 

Last  year  the  Stewardship  Department 
received  1,700  requests  for  the  free  pack- 
ets of  Stewardship  literature  which  had 
teen  prepared.  More  than  1,000  essays 
were  written,  and  142  of  the  best  of  these, 
from  35  Classes,  were  sent  to  the  denomi- 
national judges.  This  year  the  Contest 
opens  January  1st  and  closes  March 
11th.  Although  this  Contest  period  closes 
a  few  days  earlier  than  that  of  last  year, 
there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  even 
more  essays  from  a  more  widespread 
area. 


The  central  theme  for  the  Contest  this 
year  is  "Practicing  Christian  Steward- 
ship," and  various  adaptations  of  this 
have  been  made  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  differing  ages  of  the  contestants. 

A  unique  feature  in  connection  with  the 
Essay  Contest  this  year  is  the  Poster  Con- 
test, open  to  anyone  under  21  years  of 
age.  The  subjects  for  the  Posters  are 
the  same  as  the  suggested  themes  for  the 
Essays,  but  anyone  is  at  liberty  to  use  any 
of  the  themes  of  any  of  the  age  groups. 
This  and  all  other  information  concerning 
the  Contest  may  be  secured  from  the 
pastor,  the  Sunday  School  superintendent, 
or  by  writing  directly  to  the  Steward- 
ship Department  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, 316  Schaff  Building,  1505  Race 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Although  the  four  age  groups  of  the 
Contest  embrace  persons  from  9  to  21 
years  of  age,  it  has  been  found  in  the  past 
that  the  Stewardship  Essay  Contest  has  a 
far  wider  reach  than  this.   Naturally  the 


"He  said  therefore,  A  certain 
nobleman  went  into  a  far 
country-and  he  called  hit  ten 
servants  and  said  unto  them, 

OCCUPY 
TILL   I  COME" 

Our  Lives,  Our  Time,  Our 
Money,  Our  Business, 
Our  Skill,  Our  Influence 

AKE  ALL  A  TRUST 
TO  BK 
ADMIN'ISTFJ^KD 
FOR  GOD 

BE  RE^DV  TO  GIVE 
•AN  ACCOUNT 
OF  THY 
STEliARDSHIP" 
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leaders  in  the  Sunday  School  and  church 
who  bring  the  Contest  before  the  young 
people  are  interested  in  Stewardship.  The 
parents  and  friends  of  the  contestants 
offer  advice  and  criticism.  The  subject 
of  Stewardship  in  its  various  aspects  is 
brought  up  in  school,  for  it  is  a  character- 
istic of  young  people  to  share  their  labors 
and  their  pleasures. 

Thus,  in  a  short  time,  Stewardship  is  on 
every  tongue.  Leaders  will  be  casting 
about  to  find  new  material  with  which  to 
satisfy  the  thirst  for  information.  New 
phases  of  Stewardship  come  to  light,  as 
it  is  discussed  with  various  people  in  their 
differing  walks  of  life.  Instead  of  a 
strange,  hazy  abstraction  which  nobody 
knows  much  about.  Stewardship  appears 
as  a  living,  breathing,  and  above  all,  a 
natural,  part  of  everyday  life.   This  is  the 


Stewardship  Essay  Contest  in  its  highest 
conception. 

This  year  five  prizes  are  offered  to  each 
of  the  four  age  groups,  and  the  amount 
of  the  prizes  offered  is  more  than  $250. 
Generous  as  the  rewards  of  merit  seem 
materially,  the  spiritual  rewards  out- 
weigh them.  Someone  has  said  that  the 
truly  cultured  person  is  the  person  with 
a  correct  sense  of  values.  The  intelligent 
steward,  realizing  the  relative  value  of  his 
time,  his  talents,  and  his  money,  and 
administering  them  to  the  best  advantages 
of  his  fellows,  as  well  as  for  his  own 
welfare,  can  truly  be  termed  a  cultured 
person.  The  1928  Stewardship  Essay 
Contest  is  an  inviting  gateway  into  these- 
pleasant  fields  of  Stewardship. 

Agnes  Adams. 


Children's  Corner 


Children  of  many  races,  nations  and 
religions,  in  the  public  schools  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  are  being  taught  to  be  kind 
to  each  other  no  matter  what  the  color ; 
no  matter  what  the  church.  We're  kind, 
too,  to  red,  yellow,  black  or  white  boys 
and  girls  in  our  schools,  aren't  we? 

Japanese  boys  and  girls  send  us  best 
wishes  for  the  New  Year.  They  send  us, 
too,  in  comrady  spirit,  the  "three  best 
friends  in  winter :"  the  pine,  the  bamboo, 
the  plum.  The  pine  is  for  long  life  ;  the 
bamboo  is  for  up-rightness ;  the  plum, 
for  sweetness. 


'Tis  winter  time  in  China,  too,  for  our 
little  Chinese  boy  friend  is  so  fat  with 
padded  clothes  he  can  scarcely  peep  out 
over  his  bib  at  Master  Piglet ! 


The  Months 

January  snowy,  February  flowy,  March: 
blowy ; 

April    showery.    May    flowery,  June- 
bowery  ; 

July  moppy,  August  croppy,  September- 
poppy  ; 

October  breezy,  November  wheezy,  De- 
cember freezy. 

Richard  B.  Sheridan. 


Ring  Out,  Wild  Bells 

Ring  out  the  old, 
Ring  in  the  new. 
Ring  happy  bells. 
Across  the  snow ! 

Alfred  Lord  Tennyson. 


Holiness  is  not  finality.  It  is  the  first  con- 
dition for  development  toward  finality.  Every- 
thing is  yet  to  come  of  growth,  advancement,, 
realization. 

— G.  Campbell  Morgan. 


The  Woman's  Missionary 
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Flora  Rahn  Lentz,  Editor, 
311  Market  St.,  Bangor,  Pa. 


Breaking  Down  Barriers 

I  live  in  a  little  house, 

But  the  door  can  open  wide ; 

I  live  in  a  little  house, 

But  the  whole  round  world's  outside 
— Mary  Stewart  Cutting. 


WHAT  an  inspiration  it  was  last  year 
to  be  one  with  the  whole  round 
world  on  the  World  Day  of  Prayer,  to  be 
voicing  the  same  petitions  in  Africa,  the 
Americas,  Asia,  Europe,  the  islands  of 
the  sea,  the  Arties,  and  the  tropics  !  Has 
it  not,  somehow,  made  a  difference  all 
through  the  subsequent  months  that  on 
that  day  the  incense  of  intercession  ris- 
ing from  each  country  mingled  and 
became  as  one  ?  .  Surely,  yes  ! 

And  now  we  approach  another  observ- 
ance of  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  which, 
as  usual,  will  be  on  the  first  Friday  in 
Lent,  February  24,  1928.  As  this  is 
somewhat  earlier  than  last  year,  we  must 
bestir  ourselves  speedily.  Did  your  com- 
munity hold  an  interdenominational 
meeting  last  year?  Did  you  remember 
that  the  observance  is  interracial,  as  well 
as  interdenominational  and  interna- 
tional ?  The  leaders  in  the  different  local 
societies  should  be  called  together  at  an 
early  date  to  start  preparations  in  ample 
season.  The  supplies  are  ready.  Send 
to  denominational  headquarters  for  them 
all. 

So  many  reported  the  inspirational 
value  of  the  Cycle  of  Prayer  on  the  Call 
to  Prayer  card  that  it  was  decided  to 
repeat  it.  Get  quantity  of  Call  needed  to 
give  one  to  every  person  in  your  church 
and  neighborhood,  not  forgetting  shut- 
ins.  The  card  is  free.  Daily  use  should 
begin  now,  leading  up  to  February  24, 
and  many  will  desire  to  continue  its  use 
throughout  the  whole  year. 

Last  year  for  the  first  time  a  Re- 


treat, ''Toward  Power  in  Service,"  was 
printed  and  found  very  helpful — in  fact, 
so  helpful  that  it  is  to  be  used  again  this 
year.  It  is  priced  at  10  cents ;  only  two 
or  three  copies  are  needed — one  for 
leader,  one  for  pianist,  one  for  song 
leader. 

The  program,  ''Breaking  Down  Bar- 
riers," proceeds  from  Thanksgiving 
through  Confession  and  Intercession  to 
Consecration.  It  may  be  followed 
entirely  as  printed,  or  modified  and 
adapted ;  it  may  be  repeated  at  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  meetings  or 
divided  into  sections,  with  luncheon 
coming  in  between.  The  price  is  2  cents, 
$1.75  per  hundred.  A  little  touch  of 
artistry  has  been  introduced  in  the 
sketches  suggesting  the  four  projects 
designated  for  special  interest  by  groups 
observing  the  Day  in  the  United  States. 
There  is  a  leaflet  of  Suggestions  for  the 
leader,  several  copies  of  which  are 
furnished  free  with  each  order  for 
programs. 

You  will  want  to  use  the  attractive 
blue  and  cream  "sticker"  on  personal  and 
official  correspondence.  It  is  a  new  fea- 
ture this  year,  gummed  ready  to  be  placed 
on  envelope  and  letterhead.  Price  will 
be  nominal  and  will  be  announced  next 
month. 

The  two  hemispheres  are  on  the  Call, 
Program  and  sticker,  and  may  become 
the  permanent  emblem  of  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer. 

A  growing  number  of  young  people's, 
girls'  and  children's  groups  are  observ- 
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ing  the  Day,  and  we  learn  that  increas- 
ingly men  are  present  at  the  meetings. 
Be  sure  to  use  all  possible  publicity — the 
Call  should  be  sent  widely  in  personal 
correspondence ;  bulletin  boards  and 
church  calendars  should  carry  notices  for 
several  weeks  before  the  Day ;  there 
should  be  no  conflicting  appointments  or 
meetings;  pastors  should  be  requested  to 
make  announcement  from  the  pulpit,  and 

Among  the 

Many  of  our  missionary  women  and 
girls  who  have  never  met  Stella  Sato  have 
felt  a  most  kindly  interest  in  her  career. 
First  of  all,  the  courage  which  brought 
this  Japanese  girl  from  the  Pacific  Coast 
to  an  Eastern  college  compelled  admira- 
tion. Her  fine  spirit  in  college  and  her 
interest  in  wider  spheres  of  Christian 
relations  brought  her  friends. 

Few  Juniors  in  college  have  as  many 
friends — known  and  unknown — as  has 
Stella.  These  friends  will  be  grieved  to 
hear  that  she  was  called  from  Ursinus 
College  to  her  home  in  San  Francisco 
because  of  the  serious  illness  of  her 
mother,  who  is  suffering  from  an  incur- 
able disease.  Stella  is  needed  to  look 
after  the  family,  for  there  are  young 
children.  .  .  .  Two  glorious  years  of 
college    .    .    .    these  she  has  had. 

It  seems  but  a  short  time  since  Mrs. 
Annetta  Winter  worked  with  the  G.  M.  G. 
here  in  the  States.  She  is  still  working 
with  girls — Japanese  girls  at  present.  Her 
regular  schedule  covers  22  hours  a  week 
in  Miyagi  College  and  High  School.  Two 
of  her  especially  interesting  classes  are 
in  Bible.  One  class  is  composed  of  girls 
who  have  studied  but  little  English,  so 
need  to  have  what  they  hear  interpreted. 
The  other  class  is  made  up  of  girls  who 
have  finished  school  and  understand  the 
English. 

*    *  * 

After  five  years  of  splendid  service, 
President  Miss  Martha  Vogel,  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  is  devoting  all  her  time 
to  the  teaching  of  the  Book  and  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  competent  leader,  Mrs.  Leon- 
ard Jugenheimer,  213  S.  3d  Avenue, 
Haigland  Park,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Departmental  Secretaries  please  note.' 


presidents  of  women's  civic,  literary  and 
religious  societies  at  previous  'meetings ; 
posters  locally  prepared  may  be  advan- 
tageously utilized.  Above  and  beyond 
all  the  ''methods,"  do  not  you  yourself 
fail  to  pray  that  guidance  and  inspiration 
may  be  given  to  all  upon  whom  rests 
responsibihty  for  planning  and  preparing 
for  the  Day  both  nationally  and  locally. 

Workers 

Welcome  to  the  new  W.  M.S.!  Grad- 
uation Day  is  always  a  happy  occasion  in 
the  life  of  our  young  people.  What  a 
fine  thing  it  is  when  a  whole  Guild  gradu- 
ates into  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
It  was  the  happy  privilege  of  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary  to  graduate  22  G.  M.  G. 
girls  of  Zion's  Church,  Louisville,  Ky., 
into  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  on 
October  10th.  The  Guild  loss  is  a 
W.  M.  S.  gain.  May  these  girls  prove  as 
active  in  this  sphere  as  they  were  in  the 
old !  Miss  Carolyn  Hesterman,  1432 
Rufer  Avenue,  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  the 
president.  Twenty-two  members.  Mrs. 
Bernard  Maas,  who  organized  this  group, 
also  saw  to  it  that  a  new  G.  M.  G.  was 
formed. 

sk  H« 

The  Annual  Christmas  Party  of  the 
W.  M.  S.  and  G.  M.  G.,  Zion  Reformed 
Church,  Decatur,  Ind.,  was  a  wonderful 
success.  Although  the  date  was  Novem- 
ber 29th,  the  beautiful  Christmas  tree, 
with  its  many  lighted  tapers,  spread  gen- 
uine Christmas  cheer.  Many  useful  gifts 
were  received  for  the  Indian  children  at 
Neillsville,  Wis.,  and  for  the  children  at 
the  Orphans'  Home,  Fort  Wayne. 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Sholty  gave  her  interesting 
lecture,  "Our  Brother  in  Red."  A  panto- 
mime— the  twenty-third  Psalm  in  Indian 
sign  language — was  presented  by  Frances 
Leimenstall  and  Delia  Sellemeyer.  Other 
program  numbers  were  given  by  the  Mis- 
sion Band  and  Girls'  Missionary  Guild. 

Girls'  guilds  are  listed  high  in  the 
future  of  missions.  From  many  sections 
of  the  Church  come  encouraging  reports 
of  recent  G.  M.  G.  Institutes.  This  year 
the  first  G.  M.  G.  Institute  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis  brought  together  represen- 
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tatives  from  every  Guild  in  the  classis. 
Congratulations ! 

sjs  ^ 

Although  it  was  possible  to  register  for 
the  1928  Wilson  College  Conference  of 
Missions  at  last  year's  conference,  if  you 
did  not  register  at  that  time,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  wait  until  April  1,  1928. 
Thinking  of  Wilson  College  Conference 


brings  the  thought  of  the  chairman.  Miss 
Mary   Peacock's  serious  illness  in  the 

Misericordia  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

*  * 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
Frieden's  Church,  Hegins,  Pa.,  mourns 
the  loss  of  a  Charter  member  of  the 
Society,  Mrs.  Amos  Snyder,  who  died 
very  suddenly,  November  27th. 


A  New  Adventure 


ABOUT  seven  years  ago,  the  first 
house  was  being  built  at  Pleasant 
Valley.  This  was  the  nucleus  of  the 
community  which  has  become  the  new 
home  mission  field  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  Just  beyond  the  city  limits  of 
Dayton  to  the  north,  the  land  had  been 
laid  off  into  building  lots,  varying  in  price 
according  to  location,  but  selling  for  75 
cents  down  and  75  cents  per  month.  The 
first  fall  some  half  dozen  small  one  or 
two-room  houses  were  started.  From 
the  beginning  the  community  grew 
rapidly.  With  growth  came  improved 
houses. 

Most  of  the  people  were  attracted  to 
the  community  by  the  unique  plan  of 


selling  building  lots  whereby  they  hoped 
to  own  their  homes  and  by  opportunities 
the  city  of  Dayton  afforded  for  work. 
With  the  exception  of  two  families,  the 
people  of  Pleasant  Valley  are  Ameri- 
cans— of  American  stock — having  come 
northward  from  the  hills  of  Kentucky. 

It  was  the  night  of  Mother's  Day,  May 
9,  1926,  in  response  to  a  request  for  a 
''preacher"  that  my  husband  and  I  first 
visited  Pleasant  Valley  community.  A 
small  room  in  the  rear  of  a  tiny  grocery 
situated  in  the  center  of  the  community 
was  to  be  the  preaching  place.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  picture  the  assembled 
group  presented !  We  entered  the  small, 
hot  room,  where  a  large  number  of  men. 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod 
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Joseph  Levy,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Leich. 
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women,  children  and  dogs  had  crowded 
to  hear  the  "preacher."  The  plaintive, 
upturned  faces  of  the  children  would 
have  touched  a  heart  of  stone ;  their  sad 
eyes  looked  eagerly  toward  the  strangers 
who  had  come  into  their  midst.  After 
the  service  the  children,  unmindful  of 
sharp  stones  and  cinders  in  the  drive- 
way, followed  us  to  the  Ford  which  had 
brought  us  out  from  Dayton. 

Conditions  we  had  seen  gave  us  much 
to  think  of  as  we  drove  past  the  little 
homes  of  the  community.  During  the 
week  we  laid  some  plans  toward  helping 
these  folks.  The  following  Sabbath  we 
returned  to  conduct  another  service.  We 
were  encouraged  by  the  number  who 
came  to  the  meeting.  The  children 
greeted  us  with  flowers.  This  they  con- 
tinued to  do  practically  through  the 
summer. 

At  the  end  of  May,  the  storekeeper 
asked  that  his  room  be  vacated,  due  to 
his  need  of  it.  Then  a  woman  kindly 
offered  the  use  of  her  home  for  Sunday 
School,  Christian  Endeavor  and  two 
Church  service  on  Sunday  and  Prayer 
Meeting  on  Wednesday.  We  worshipped 
in  this  home  from  the  end  of  May  until 
the  15th  of  December,  1926.  As  sum- 
mer and  fall  passed,  we  saw  signs  indica- 
tive of  spiritual  changes  as  well  as  out- 
ward changes.  Little  faces  were  cleaner, 
Sunday  by  Sunday ;  hair  was  more 
orderly  and  one  little  girl  refused  to 
come  to  Sunday  School  because  she  had 
injured  her  toe  and  could  not  wear  shoes. 
In  the  fall  we  had  several  parties  for  the 
young  people.  Many  thin,  sad  faces, 
unused  to  anything  nice  in  social  life, 
were  radiant  with  smiles. 

At  the  end  of  the  summer  a  great  hope 
dawned — the  hope  that  some  day  Pleas- 
ant Valley  Community  might  have  a 


little  church  of  its  own.  In  September 
at  a  special  meeting  of  Southwest  Ohio 
Classis  it  was  decided  that  a  congrega- 
tion be  organized  and  that  the  Home 
Mission  Board  be  requested  to  furnish 
a  portable  church.  Land  was  purchased 
and  in  October  ground  was  broken  for 
the  basement  of  the  new  church.  In 
November  the  cornerstone  was  laid,  and 
December  19  the  building  was  ready  for 
occupancy. 

January  2,  1927,  the  new  Church  was 
dedicated.  Rev.  W.  W.  Rowe,  of  Cen- 
tral Reformed  Church,  Dayton,  preached 
the  sermon  and  gave  words  of  encour- 
agement. At  the  evening  service  the 
congregation  was  organized  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Southwest  Ohio  Classis, 
Dr.  Henry  J.  Christman,  chairman.  At 
this  service,  thirty-nine  charter  members 
were  received,  officers  were  elected  and 
installed.  January  9,  the  first  communion 
was  administered  and  children  baptized. 
On  Easter  Sunday,  eighteen  new  mem- 
bers were  received  and  the  charter  mem- 
bership closed  with  fifty-eight  members. 

In  June  a  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
enrolled  67  pupils.  Miss  Eunice  Teel,  a 
Government  demonstrator,  had  charge  of 
home  economics  for  girls.  Manual 
training  was  given  the  boys.  Mrs.  L.  W. 
Veith  had  charge  of  the  Junior  and  Inter- 
mediate Departments  and  Miss  Ruth 
Young,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ervin  E. 
Young,  of  Fourth  Reformed  Church, 
Dayton,  was  in  charge  of  the  Primary 
and  Beginners'  Departments. 

The  people,  for  the  most  part,  have 
cooperated  in  the  work  of  the  church, 
have  done  their  best  in  supporting  it  and 
have  been  eager  to  progress  in  the  com- 
munity and  Church  life. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Ve:ith. 


Organization  Notes 


We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  follow- 
ing Missionary  Societies : 

Tohickon  Classis,  Indian  Creek,  Mrs. 
Lavina  Godshall,  459  N.  Main  St., 
Souderton,  Pa.,  president.  Organized 
July  24th,  by  Miss  Kerschner,  27  mem- 
bers. 

Ursinus  Classis  (Classical  Society  not 


yet  organized),  Monticello,  Iowa,  Mrs. 

R.  P.  Kuentzel,  president ;  organized  July 

13th,  with  25  members. 

*    *  * 

The  members  of  the  W.  M.  S.,  of  St. 
Paul's,  Manheim,  Pennsylvania,  organ- 
ized a  Mission  Band  with  twelve  charter 
members,  November  26,  1927. 


1928] 


Woman's  Missionary  Society 


39 


The  Presidential  Party  Visits  China 


IN  October,  1926,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
President  of  the  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.,  as 
official  representatives,  and  a  few  friends 
journeyed  to  Japan,  to  attend  the  fortieth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our  edu- 
cational institutions  at  Sendai.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  WiUiam  E.  Hoy,  being  the  founders 
•of  these  institutions,  also  came  from 
Yochow,  China,  for  the  same  event. 

What  happy  days  they  were  and  yet 
how  much  sadness  was  mixed  with  our 
joy!  China  was  in  turmoil  and  strife  and 
the  lives  of  many  Missionaries  and 
Christians  were  in  danger,  and  then,  as  a 
climax,  came  the  news  of  the  capture  of 
Miss  Weil  and  Mr.  Beck,  by  Chinese 
bandits.  Many  times  we  heard  Dr.  Hoy 
sigh  and  exclaim,  ''Poor  China !  Poor 
China !"  He  wept  over  China  as  our 
Saviour  wept  over  Jerusalem,  for  he 
carried  China  on  his  heart  and  he  feared 
for  her  safety.  He  had  given  his  Hfe  to 
China  and  feared  that  all  was  now  lost. 
The  hearts  of  Japanese  and  American 
Christians  were  frequently  lifted  to  God 
in  prayer  for  China  and  the  safety  of  our 
missionaries.  Mrs.  Hoy  said,  "Minerva 
will  come  through  all  right  for  she  is  such 
a  spiritual  girl !" 

We  did  not  leave  for  China  with  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoy,  as  we  had  originally  in- 
tended doing,  but  followed  later  and,  to 
our  great  disappointment,  found  it  would 
be  unwise  to  visit  our  Mission  stations  in 
Yochow  and  Shenchowfu.  When  we 
attempted  to  board  the  train  from  Muk- 
den to  Peking,  China,  we  were  told  that 
there  was  no  room  for  us.,  as  everything 
was  filled  with  soldiers.  Chang-tso-lin 
and  his  generals  were  on  their  way  to 
Tientsin  where  a  meeting  was  to  be  held. 
They  could  give  us  no  assurance  that  the 
next  day  would  be  any  better,  so  we 
forced  ourselves  on  the  train  and  found 
almost  every  available  space  taken.  Men, 
women  and  children  and  soldiers  were 
crowded  in,  even  sitting  on  the  floor. 
Later  on  two  small  compartments  were 
found  for  us  and  we  spent  a  day  and 
night,  in  comparative  comfort,  although 
some  of  our  party  took  turns  in  lying 
down  to  sleep.    While  many  were  stand- 


ing and  enduring  discomfort,  no  one  mo- 
lested us  in  our  privacy  and  everyone 
treated  us  with  respect.  It  is  doubtful,  if 
the  condition  had  been  reversed,  whether 
we  Americans  would  have  tolerated  a 
number  of  Chinese  to  occupy  the  com- 
fortable places  while  we  remained  stand- 
ing outside. 

As  our  train  sped  along  to  Peking, 
venders  came  to  the  train  at  every  station, 
selling  chestnuts,  peanuts,  persimmons, 
large  pancakes,  roast  ducks,  doughnuts, 
etc. 

On  the  streets  of  Chinese  cities  one 
sees  eating  stands  and  Chinese  cooks  pre- 
paring food  and  peaple  eating,  eating, 
everywhere.  The  pancakes  must  be  seen 
to  be  appreciated  and  above  all  the  man 
who  made  them  must  be  seen  to  stimu- 
late (?)  the  appetite.  We  longed  to  taste 
one  but  our  courage  failed. 

Peking,  the  capital  of  China,  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  cities  of  China.  It 
is  composed  of  three  cities,  the  Outer  or 
Chinese  City,  the  Inner  or  Tartar  City 
and  the  Forbidden  City.  Each  one  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  high  wall.  It  is  a  city 
within  a  city,  within  another  city. 

Perhaps  nowhere  else  in  the  world,  is 
it  so  easy  to  turn  back  the  pages  of  his- 
tory as  in  this  ancient  city  of  Peking. 
One  steps  from  a  modern  European  Hotel 
into  an  Oriental  street,  filled  with  camels 
carrying  their  loads,  Chinese  coolies  with 
their  jinrikishas.  Oriental  funeral  proces- 
sions, dirty  half-clad  children,  etc.  Then 
one  sees  automobiles  and  large  modern 
buildings,  hotels  and  foreign  concessions, 
etc.,  and  then  stepping  into  a  side  street 
again,  one  goes  back  centuries,  for  they 
find  themselves  in  a  little  narrow,  muddy 
street  with  no  sidewalks,  flanked  on  either 
side  with  little  shops,  whose  owners  stand 
outside  and  beg  one  to  come  in  and  buy 
beads,  embroideries,  lanterns,  silks,  laces, 
cloisonne  and  lacquer.  Then  come  the  beg- 
gars beseeching  and  crying  for  money. 
They  run  after  one,  exposing  sores  on 
their  bodies,  holding  diseased  and  cri]')pled 
babies,  etc.,  trying  by  any  means  to  arouse 
one's  sympathy  and  that  they  surely  do, 
for  one's  heart  aches  for  them  and  longs 
to  help  them,  but  we  dared  not  stop  or  we 
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would  have  been  mobbed.  had  often 

heard  of  the  beggars  of  China,  but  to 
see  and  hear  them,  is  something  never  to 
be  forgotten. 

In  Peking  are  the  Summer  Palace  of 
the  Empress  Dowager,  the  Temple  of 
Heaven  and  the  Forbidden  City,  all  hav- 
ing rare  treasures  of  ivory,  jade,  brass, 
gold  and  silver  and  paintings  and  furnish- 
ings almost  priceless,  all  going  to  rack  and 
ruin  for  lack  of  care,  and  occupied  by 
soldiers. 

Here  in  Peking  is  the  Peking  Union 
Medical  College  under  the  Rockefeller 
Foundation,  a  magnificent  building  where 
the  sick  and  wounded  are  cared  for  by 
Chinese  doctors  and  nurses  and  a  few 
Americans. 

Our  trip  to  the  Great  Wall  of  China 
was  a  thrilling  one,  but  was  worth  the 
effort,  to  stand  on  that  ancient  land  mark, 
one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  extend- 
ing over  two  thousand  miles  with  all  its 
windings,  and  built  in  the  Third  Century 
B.  C. 

Our  return  was  in  a  car,  such  as  we 
use  for  shipping  cattle,  and  was  filled  with 
Chinese,  mostly  soldiers,  a  few  Germans 
and  ourselves.  Darkness  overtook  us,  the 
only  light  in  the  car  was  from  an  occa- 
sional cigarette,  but  we  had  no  cause  for 
fear  as  we  experienced  here  again  the 
kindness  of  the  Chinese.  They  were  re- 
spectful and  gave  no  intimation  of  an  un- 
friendly feeling.  After  a  most  thrilling 
ride  in  a  Dodge  car,  with  a  Chinese 
chauffeur  and  guide,  through  a  country 
where  there  were  no  roads,  and  only  the 
moon  to  illuminate  our  way,  directed  by 
stray  travelers,  coming  to  locked  gates  of 
villages,  and  after  much  honking  of  horns, 
bringing  all  the  villagers  out  to  see  what 
was  coming,  we  finally  came  to  our  desti- 
nation for  the  night,  and  only  three  hours 
late.  We  were  told  we  did  well,  we  should 
not  have  gotten  back  till  the  next  day,  at 
least.  One  never  gets  any  place  on  time, 
in  China. 

From  Peking  we  went  to  Tientsin,  and 
then  on  to  Nanking,  which  is  surrounded 
by  a  high  and  very  wide  wall.  Here  we 
felt  trouble  was  brewing,  as  there  was 
martial  law  and  later  on  their  fears  were 
realized  for  it  became  the  center  of  dis- 


turbance. We  visited  the  Language 
School  and  four  of  our  missionaries  who 
were  studying  there,  Misses  Detweiler 
and  Flenner,  and  Messrs.  Tisinger  and 
Ehlman.  Miss  Detweiler  and  Mr.  Ehlman 
have  since  married  and  are  now  attending 
the  Language  School  at  Toyko,  Japan. 

Our  missionaries  suffered  many  hard- 
ships at  Nanking  and  lost  all  their  pos- 
sessions, but  escaped  uninjured  for  which 
we  are  thankful.  At  Nanking  we  also 
visited  Ginling  College,  and  saw  the  splen- 
did work  that  is  being  done  for  Chinese 
girls.  This  is  an  interdenominational 
college,  but  the  Reformed  Church  is  con- 
tributing to  it,  and  is  represented  on  its 
board  by  Mrs.  L.  L.  Anewalt,  President 
of  the  W.  M.  S.  of  G.  S. 

Then  on  to  Shanghai,  through  a  coun- 
try covered  with  graves,  little  mounds  of 
earth,  millions  of  them. 

At  Shanghai  we  heard  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Speer  preach  one  of  his  inspiring  sermons 
to  a  large  audience  in  a  community  church 
and  also  heard  Dr.  Hugh  Kerr,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, speak  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Here  we  had  one  of  the  most  impres- 
sive experiences  of  our  trip,  attending  a 
Chinese  evangelistic  meeting  led  by  a 
young  Chinese  evangelist.  About  six 
hundred  Chinese  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren were  present.  We  saw  many  older 
women,  come  hobbling  in  on  their  poor 
bound  feet,  but  their  faces  glowing  with 
joy  and  peace,  showing  that  they  had 
found  Christ  and  we  felt  that  if  Christian 
missions  had  never  done  anything  for 
China  but  unbind  the  feet  of  her  w^omen 
(foot  binding  is  now  forbidden  by  law) 
it  had  been  worth  every  cent  of  the  mil- 
lions that  have  been  spent. 

We  had  but  a  glimpse  of  this  vast 
country  of  China,  in  the  few  weeks  we 
journeyed  there  and  feel  it  is  presumptu- 
ous to  even  dare  to  speak  of  conditions 
there.  China  is  one  million  square  miles 
larger  than  the  United  States  and  four 
hundred  million  Chinese  are  living  within 
her  borders,  one-fourth  of  the  human 
race.  Her  resources  are  vast  and  cannot 
be  estimated  as  they  have  never  been  de- 
veloped, on  account  of  their  crude  and 
ancient  way  of  doing  things.  They  are 
carpentering    and    farming    and  doing 
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everything  as  they  have  done  for  thou- 
sands of  years.  They  are  slow  to  use 
modern  inventions,  for  fear  of  not  show- 
ing proper  respect  to  their  ancestors. 

The  eyes  of  all  the  world  seem  to  have 
been  on  China,  each  country  seeking  some 
part  for  her  own.  She  has  always  been 
compelled  to  defend  herself  against  in- 
cursions from  without,  and  built  walls 
around  her  cities  and  the  Great  Wall 
across  the  north,  to  protect  herself  from 
the  Tartar  hosts  from  the  North.  When 
she  once  begins  to  develop  her  resources 
by  using  modern  machinery  and  inven- 
tions, she  will  waken  to  her  possibilities 
and  then  a  new  China  will  come  forth. 
She  is  in  the  making  now.  Will  it  be  a 
Christian  China  f 

On  our  vessel  crossing  the  Pacific,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  a  crowd  of  Americans 
sat,  playing  cards,  just  outside  the  second 
class  dining  room,  where  we  with  seventy 
or  more  missionaries  and  Christians,  were 
holding  a  song  service.  They  kept  the 
Chinese  servants  busy  carrying  drinks, 
passing  to  and  fro,  in  our  midst,  as  we 
sang  and  prayed.  What  must  have  been 
in  the  minds  of  these  Chinese  servants? 
Two  extremes  coming  from  the  same 
Christian  America. 

On  the  streets  of  Shanghai  one  sees 
the  big  Sikhi  policemen,  cuffing  the 
Chinese  coolies  about,  for  the  least 
offense.  One  sees  foreigners  paying  their 
jinrikisha  men,  by  throwing  the  money  on 
the  ground,  instead  of  handing  it  to  them. 
One  can  hire  a  jinrikisha  and  man  for 


three  dollars  (in  our  money)  for  a  week. 
He  will  be  at  your  beck  and  call  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night.  On  that  he  supports 
himself  and  family.  But  what  has  he? 
Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  but  the  rags 
on  his  back  and  a  little  rice  to  eat  and  a 
hut  to  live  in.  Is  it  any  wonder  they 
want  more  and  clamor  for  money? 

China  is  between  two  influences,  on  the 
one  hand  Big  Business  exploiting  her  and 
on  the  other  hand,  Christian  Missions  try- 
ing to  help  her.  How  shall  she  be  able  to 
reconcile  the  two  coming  from  the  same 
Christian  America  and  Christian  Eng- 
land? 

A  new  China  is  in  the  making.  Shall 
it  be  a  Christian  China?  It  shall  be — 
only — if  the  Christian  nations  of  the 
world  shall  show  by  their  conduct  that 
Christ  has  wrought  a  change  in  them  that 
she  will  want  to  emulate. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  there  are 
about  two  million  Christians  in  China,  but 
some  will  say,  ''What  are  they  among  so 
many?"  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like 
a  grain  of  mustard  seed  which  a  man  took 
and  cast  into  his  own  garden ;  and  it  grew 
and  became  a  tree.  The  seed  of  Chris- 
tianity has  been  planted  in  China  and  it 
will  grow,  for  it  has  been  sown  in  the 
hearts  of  earnest  Chinese  Christians  and 
they,  with  God's  help,  will  keep  it  grow- 
ing.  God  grant  that  the  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church  shall  have  a  worthy 
share  in  carrying  on  this  great  and  mighty 
task  of  making  the  new  China,  a  Chris- 
tian China!  Mrs.  C.  E.  Creitz. 


The  Monthly  Quiz 

1.  — Where  did  the  entire  Girls'  Missionary  Guild  graduate  into  a  W.  M.  S.f 

2.  — Where  and  by  whom  were  a  thousand  girls  won  for  Christ f 

3.  — A  city  in  China,  composed  of  three  cities — 7iame  the  city. 

4.  — A  two-thousand  mile  wall — where  is  it? 

5.  — At  Ginling  College,  what  seems  almost  a  miracle?    How  many  new  students 

this  year? 

6.  — How  many  Prayer  Calendars  were  printed? 

7.  - — Why  did  Miss  Weil  spend  nearly  a  zveek  at  the  Tang  home  on  Bee  Hive  Moun- 

tain?   What  gave  Mrs.  Tang  a  great  scare? 

8.  — What  is  the  theme  of  the  prayer  for  February? 

P.- — Mr.  Sekiya  brought  a  precious  cargo  of  what  to  America? 
10. — Where  was  a  Christmas  Party  held  in  November? 
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Miss  Miyagi  Takes  A  Long  Journey 


A  letter  dated  October  22,  1927, 
brought  a  picture  of  the  doll,  Miss  Miyagi, 
outfitted  for  her  long  journey  to  America. 
Ever  since  the  American  dolls  carried  the 
messages  of  friendship  to  Japanese  chil- 
dren, the  Japanese  have  thought  of  send- 
ing a  friendly  message  to  American  chil- 
dren. Nothing  finer  than  dolls  could  be 
found,  so  now  beautiful  dolls  from  Japan 
have  been  sent  to  America.  One  of 
the  most  attractive  comes  from  the 
Province  of  Miyagi,  where  our  Church 
has  its  mission  stations  and  missionaries. 

Mrs.  Annetta  Winter  and  her  small  son, 
Richard,  of  Miyagi  College,  attended  the 
reception  in  the  Sendai  City  Library 
when  Miss  Miyagi  was  displayed.    I  am 


writing  w^hat  Mrs.  Winter  told  in  hei 
letter.  "She  is  a  beautiful  doll,  abou 
thirty-two  inches  high.  She  is  dressed  ii 
a  lovely  orange  silk  kimono',  with  hand 
painted  designs  on  it ;  she  wears  a  flow 
ered  silk  obi,  or  sash,  in  which  are  stud 
a  fan  and  a  purse.  She  wears  tabi,  oi 
Japanese  stockings,  and  has  a  pair  of  zor 
(house  slippers)  and  geta  (outdoor  foot 
wear)  in  her  outfit.  In  exquisite  chest: 
of  boxes  and  drawers,  she  has  a  complet( 
outfit  for  preparing  and  eating  her  fooc 
as  well  as  everything  necessary  for  hei 
toilet."  .  .  .  American  children  w^hc 
will  see  Miss  Miyagi  or  any  of  the  othei 
dolls  will  better  understand  the  Japanes( 
and  their  customs. 


More  About  the  Good-Will  Dolls 


Sixty  Japanese  dolls,  made  by  the  most 
expert  doll  artists  of  the  world,  have  been 
brought  by  a  special  envoy,  Mr.  Sekiya, 
to  America,  They  arrived  in  time  for 
the  Christmas  celebrations.  After  special 
receptions  in  Washington  and  New  York, 
the  dolls  will  be  divided  into  five  or  six 


parties  and  tour  the  country,  visiting  a1 
least  one  hundred  of  the  principal  cities 
Five  million  Japanese  children  have 
joined  their  sen  (pennies)  to  send  tc 
America  a  most  extraordinary  Good- Will 
present. 


Miss  Miyagi  Ready  for  Her  Journey  to  America 
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The  New  Year  at  Ginling 

(Miss  Adelaide  Gimdlach,  registrar,  Berea  College,  Kentucky,  formerly  of  the 
Ginling  faculty,  sends  excerpts  from  letters  received  from  Dr.  Reeves,  of  the  Bio- 
logical Department  of  Ginling  College.  Miss  Gundlach  says,  "I  am  so  glad  that  the 
women  of  West  New  York  Classis  are  continuing  to  support  the  college.") 


"It  was  in  April  when  the  Alumnae  and 
Chinese  faculty  showed  their  determina- 
tion to  hold  Ginling  open  so  that  the 
future  of  higher  education  for  women 
might  be  assured.  I  shall  not  soon  forget 
the  thrill  that  came  to  me  when  one  of 
these  Chinese  young  women,  arguing 
against  our  caution  for  them,  announced 
that  they  had  counted  the  cost,  that  they 
knew  that  there  was  a  certain  risk  of  life 
and  reputation,  and  she  ended  by  saying 
if  to  die  for  the  cause  of  Christian  educa- 
tion is  not  a  worthy  cause  for  sacrifice, 
what  is?" 

In  spite  of  most  uncertain  military 
operations  going  on  all  around  them,  these 
women  kept  the  school  going,  planned 
Commencement  and  carried  it  through. 
Mrs.  Thurston  and  one  other  teacher  went 
up  to  Nanking  for  Commencement,  and 
they  told  of  the  desolation  of  the  city 
which  they  saw  as  they  went  through. 
After  Commencement,  and  in  spite  of 
terrific  heat  they  kept  the  buildings  open 
for  summer  school.  ''These  students 
returned  from  Canton,  from  Peking, 
from  Hupeh.  They  came  by  boat,  by 
soldier  train  and,  in  cases,  have  needed 
ten  days  of  travel  in  order  to  attend 
Summer  School  for  one  month  or  more. 
They  well  know  that  the  opposition  of 
various  groups  to  Christianity  and  to  Mis- 
sion schools  is  in  many  places  virulent." 

Dr.  Reeves  also  writes  of  a  trip  she 
made  to  the  Ginling  Campus  in  July,  to 
supervise  some  work  which  the  students 
were  doing  and  which  needed  her  guid- 
ance in  a  way  that  could  not  be  given  by 
correspondence.  The  students  and  faculty 
were  filled  with  joy  at  her  coming.  "All 
but  one  of  the  members  of  the  classes 
whom  I  had  left  were  there  and  had  been 
working  on  the  independent  topics  as- 
signed them.  A  number  were  showing 
initiative.  The  occasional  book  or  piece 
of  clothing  which  could  not  be  found 
made  plain  how  great  is  our  debt  to  our 
Chinese  faculty,  our  students  and  our 


servants.  Had  they  left,  thinking  it  safer 
in  the  community  than  remaining  a  some- 
what isolated  group  the  whole  equipment 
would  have  disappeared.  But  I  found  the 
buildings  in  order,  the  lawn  cut,  the  paths 
weeded.  The  laboratory  classes  were  run- 
ning as  usual,  the  library  was  full  of  busy 
students,  and  all  these  signs  of  normal 
work  when  the  heat  of  summer  was  ter- 
ribly intense.  The  best  is  that  those  who 
have  done  most  feel  that  they  have  just 
done  their  duty,  and  want  no  praise.  The 
college  is  theirs  and  its  life  is  their  respon- 
sibility. As  filial  daughters,  they  do  not 
expect  thanks  for  caring  for  their  mother. 
Occasional  letters  reach  us  in  which  some 
girl  tells  of  her  fears  or  from  another 
who  reminds  us  that  Gingling  is  safe,  that 
it  seems  surrounded  by  an  invisible  wall. 
And  this  is  to  urge  that  never  for  one 
minute  may  the  American  Christian 
women  who  support  Ginling  and  who 
have  planted  in  the  hearts  of  these  young 
women  their  faith  in  the  triumph  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Jesus,  cease  the  building  of 
that  wall  of  prayer  nor  the  stream  of  life 
and  love  that  may  keep  its  life." 

Later  letters  from  Ginling  and  from 
Mrs.  Thurston  in  Shanghai  contain  the 
following : 

"Plans  for  opening  college  were  carried 
forward,  and  on  September  24th,  one  day 
late,  the  opening  chapel  exercises  were 
held.  Students  numbered  ninety  some, 
faculty  numbered  twenty,  and  eight  of 
them  were  foreign  teachers  —  Miss  An- 
drews, Miss  Buse,  Miss  Chester,  Dr. 
Hackett,  Dr.  Reeves,  Miss  Sutherland, 
Miss  Treudley  and  Miss  Vautrin.  At 
the  last  we  had  to  choose  between  the 
advice  of  Chinese  advisers,  including  the 
Ginling  faculty  and  the  advice  of  Amer- 
ican Consular  authorities.  Each  indivi- 
dual made  her  own  decision  and  went  at 
her  own  risk.  It  was  a  hard  decision  to 
make,  but  I  think  those  who  made  it  have 
a  growing  conviction  that  it  is  right  for 
them  to  be  there." 
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They  all  speak  of  the  miracle  of  finding 
the  Ginling  campus  so  untouched  by  the 
events  in  March,  and  so  very  beautiful. 
One  of  the  Chinese  faculty  wrote  in  her 
journal  on  September  2nd,  "Yet  in  the 
fortunate  Ginling  \'alley,  there  you  still 
have  things  as  they  were,  quiet  and  peace- 
ful   ..    .    it  is  comfort  to  us  that  as 


long  as  Gingling  can  stand  she  means  a 
joy — a  home  of  warmth  and  love  for  the 
lonely  and  dreary  women  of  China."  It 
was  to  preserve  this  home  that  the  group 
made  their  decision  to  go  up  to  Nanking. 
There  are  28  new  students  this  year,  and 
a  wonderful  spirit  of  unity  pervades  the 
whole  group. 


Lost  Key  Restored  in  Answer  to  Prayer 


IT  was  early  Sunday  morning  in  a  farm 
house  at  the  Tang  home,  among  the 
"Bee  Hive"  mountains,  in  Hunan  prov- 
ince, China,  that  grandmother  Tang  dis- 
covered she  had  mislaid  the  key  to  her 
rice  bin. 

Something  very  unusual  had  happened 
in  her  home  the  night  before,  three  for- 
eigners (Mr.  Beck,  Miss  Koebbe  and 
myself)  had  been  brought  there  late  at 
night  by  a  group  of  bandits,  who,  insisting 
they  were  "brothers"  and  not  bandits, 
demanded  a  bath  for  each  and  sleeping 
accommodations  for  one  night  only, 
although  as  it  proved  later,  the  visit  was 
extended  for  nearly  a  week.  True  to 
Oriental  hospitality,  Mrs.  Tang  gave  her 
^uest  bed  for  Miss  Koebbe  and  myself. 
Mr.  Beck  was  kept  with  the  "brothers," 
Avho  slept  on  some  straw  on  the  ground 
floor  of  another  room. 

When  we  learned  that  the  hiding  place 
of  the  precious  key  was  somewhere  about 
the  guest  bed.  Miss  Koebbe  and  I  helped 
Mrs.  Tang  remove  the  covers  she  had 
loaned  us  and  the  straw  which  was  used 
as  a  mattress;  but  the  key  could  not  be 
located.  On  Monday,  whenever  Mrs. 
Tang  had  time,  we  helped  her  search  for 
the  lost  key.  By  Tuesday  she  was  des- 
perate ^nd  said,  "I  must  have  that  key, 
what  can  you  do  about  it  ?" 

I  had  taught  her  Scripture  verses  and 


Chinese  tracts  that  tell  of  Jesus  and  His 
love ;  of  His  death,  burial,  resurrection, 
ascension  and  of  His  coming  back  again 
to  earth ;  then  she  said,  "What  can  Christ 
do  for  me  in  this  difficulty?"  We  had 
had  prayer  together  before,  so  when  I 
suggested  we  have  prayer  and  ask  Christ 
to  help  her  remember  where  she  had  put 
the  key,  she  agreed  that  we  pray  for  it. 
After  a  very  short  prayer,  in  Chinese, 
asking  our  Lord  to  glorify  Himself  by 
helping  Mrs.  Tang  find  the  key,  I  went 
over  to  the  bed  once  more  to  look  for  the 
key.  Mrs.  Tang  stopped  me  and  said, 
"Don't  go  over  there.  While  you  were 
praying,  I  remembered  where  I  had  put 
the  key,  in  the  excitement,  Saturday 
night." 

She  reached  up,  and  from  the  top  of  a 
high  cupboard,  produced  the  lost  key. 

Afterward  I  heard  her  tell  callers  about 
the  Christ  who  helped  her  remember 
where  she  had  put  the  key;  but  her  face 
just  beamed  when  she  told  of  her  new- 
found hope  in  the  resurrection  through 
faith  in  Christ.  She  had  never  before 
heard  of  any  one  who  had  come  back  to 
hfe  after  death. 

Pray  that  through  Mrs.  Tang  many 
others  "may  learn  to  know  Him  and  the 
power  of  His  resurrection." 

Minerva  S.  WkiIv. 


Prayer  Calendar 


"Leadership,"  the  theme  of  the  Feb- 
ruary program  of  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society,  is  also  the  theme  of  the 
Calendar  page  for  that  month.  Mrs.  E. 
H.  Silverthorn,  the  writer  of  the  prayer, 
has  gained  nation-wide  fame  as  a  leader 
of  mission  study  groups.  As  president  of 
the  Federation  of  Woman's  Boards  of 


Foreign  Missions  of  North  America, 
Mrs.  Silverthorn  showed  such  construc- 
tive leadership  as  to  make  the  work  of 
the  Federation  an  outstanding  one.  In 
her  own  church,  the  Presbyterian  in  the 
U.  S.  A.,  Mrs.  Silverthorn  is  a  director 
of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education. 
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Literature  Chat 

Carrie  M.  Kerschner 


"TTALF  of  life  is  spent  by  some  people 
1  L  in  making  plans  that  are  never  per- 
fected. If  one  will  bring  all  his  faculties 
to  bear  on  just  one  thing  and  actually  do 
something  that  ought  to  be  done,  it  will 
clear  the  way  and  encourage  him  to  do  the 
next  thing."  So  read  we  from  the  *'Writ- 
ings"  of  a  world-wide  known  merchant. 

In  a  sense,  the  Literature  Depositories 
are  your  missionary  merchants.  Have 
faith  in  the  material  we  ofler  for  your 
work  and  confidence  in  the  fact  that  it  is 
what  you  need  to  make  the  task  a  lighter 
one.  A  well-known  radio  speaker  has 
said,  ''Faith  blazes  trails.  Confidence 
converts  them  into  highways." 

Reminders  for  March  program:  'Tis 
Stewardship  Month!  How  familiar  we 
are  becoming  with  this  word.  "First 
things  first !"  Let  us  remember  this  trite 
saying  as  we  prepare  for  our  March  pro- 
gram. "Stewardship  Stories"  and  "More 
Stewardship  Stories,"  each  35c,  are  full 
of  story  material  for  boys  and  girls.  In 
them  you  will  also  find  short  dialogues 
which  may  be  given  in  Sunday  School  or 
at  club  meetings.  "The  Message  of  Stew- 
ardship" sells  for  $1.00.  It  and  "Stew- 
ardship in  the  Life  of  Youth,"  at  50c,  are 
more  than  worth  the  cost  of  the  book ! 

For  Foreign  Mission  Day  you  might 
like  to  give  the  play  "That  Woman,"  a 
true  portrayal  of  a  missionary  home  in 
Japan.  10c,  6  for  50c.  Characters,  6. 
"Everyland  Babies"  has  a  splendid  mes- 
sage, too.    15c,  2  for  25c. 

And  here's  a  set  of  books  which  will 
kindle  a  spark  of  joy  in  each  one's  eye. 
Six  books  entitled,  "Christian"  Voices 
from  Other  Lands."  So  attractive  in 
appearance — yellow,  red,  purple,  orange, 
blue  and  green.  Almost  a  rainbow  series  ! 
The  series  have  been  prepared  especially 
for  Church  and  College  groups.  Look  at 
the  titles:  "As  Protestant  Latin-Amei*ica 
Sees  It,"  "China  Her  Own  Interpreter," 
"Japan  Speaks  for  Herself,"  "Thinking 
With  Africa,"  "An  Indian  Approach  to 


India,"  "Voices  from  the  Near  East." 
Cloth,  $6.00;  paper,  $4.00.  Pastors 
should  use  these  as  a  basis  for  a  Reading 
Course  among  their  official  board  and 
every  Sunday  School  should  have  them 
for  reading  and  reference.  A  splendid 
message  in  each  volume. 

Calendars!  It  rained  them  some  weeks 
ago,  but  in  such  a  few  hours  the  supply 
was  so  depleted  that  every  one  who  has 
not  yet  ordered  them  should  wait  no 
longer!  'Tis  true  there  were  16,000  of 
them,  but  when  one  person  says,  "It's  a 
Vv^onderful  peace  production"  and  from 
others  we  hear,  "Such  a  fine  selection  of 
pictures,"  "A  fine  piece  of  printing,"  "A 
most  beautiful  cover"  (Aren't  you  Guild 
girls  proud  that  one  of  your  own  drew 
it?)  and  "Words  fail  me  when  I  try  to 
express  my  feeling  about  the  contents," 
it  makes  us  want  every  one  of  our  30,000 
women  and  girls  in  the  W.  M.  S.  and 
G.  M.  G.  to  have  a  copy.  Wouldn't  the 
printer  be  surprised  if  we'd  telegraph 
"Rush  a  reprint."  Do  you  think  those 
kind  Cleveland  women  and  girls  who  "tie"" 
these  thousands  and  thousands  of  pages 
tosrether  each  year  would  mind  doing 
5,000  extra  ones?  We  think  not!  Any- 
one would  be  glad  to  do  that  if  it  helped 
to  bring  about  "Peace  on  earth,  good  will 
among  men." 

Day  of  Prayer  Material.  Program, 
"Breaking  Down  Barriers,"  2c  each,  $1.75 
per  100.  Call  free  with  each  program. 
Extra  lots  of  Call  at  a  minimum  figure. 
Stickers,  25c  per  100.  Use  the  latter 
widely. 

Budget  Envelopes  at  $2.00  per  1000; 
30c  per  100,  and  W.  M.  S.  Hand  Books 
(new)  will  be  helpful  aids  in  your  work 
for  1928. 

Those  residing  in  the  area  of  the  east- 
ern depository  should  order  from  Carrie 
M.  Kerschner,  416  Schafif  Building,  1505 
Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Those 
residing  in  the  area  of  the  western  deposi- 
tory should  order  from  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  2969  W.  25th  Street, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A  gloriously  Happy  Nczv  Year  to  each 
and  every  one  of  you  ! 


46 


The  Outlook  of  Missions 


[January, 


Worship  Period 

"...  I  have  called  you  friends." 
John  15: 14. 

Call  to  Worship:  "A  new  commandment 
I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one 
another ;  even  as  I  have  loved  you, 
that  ve  also  love  one  another."  John 
13 :  34. 

Response:   "Let  us  love  one  another, 

for  love  is  of  God."  John  4:  7. 
Meditation:  Man  is  a  social  being.  He 
does  not  live  unto  himself.  He  longs 
for  friendship.  Emerson  said,  "My 
friends  have  come  to  me  unsought ; 
the  great  God  gave  them  to  me."  So 
He  gave  us  the  greatest  of  all  friends, 
Jesus  Christ.  He,  all  sufficient  as 
we  may  think  He  was,  sought  friend- 
ships. When  He  walked  with  His 
disciples  along  the  streets  of  Galilee 
and  they  called  Him  Master  and 
Lord,  He  somehow  felt  that  this  did 
not  express  their  true  relationship. 
Thoughtfully  He  told  them  that  no 
longer  should  they  be  called  His  serv- 
ants but  His  friends.  "I  have  called 
you  friends"  is  the  verse  to  add  to 
the  Acrostic  tonight.  True  friends 
are  partners.  They  give  and  they 
receive :  they  share.  Jesus  gave 
divine  life  and  Himself  drew  com- 
fort and  help  from  His  followers. 
He  gives  all.  Are  we  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  pool  our  resources  with  His  in 
order  that  the  "Other  sheep  .  .  . 
which  are  not  of  this  fold"  may  be 
brought  into  the  Kingdom? 

Frequently  women  say,  "Oh,  I 
have  so  little  to  give."  May  we  see 
what  those  present  really  have  to 
pool  ?  Time — how  much  ?  Ability — 
to  do  what?  Talent — for  what? 
Influence  —  upon  whom  ?  Person- 
ality —  well  developed  ?  Prayer  — 
how  much  each  day?  Money— self, 
first  or  last  ? 
^'Christ  has  no  hands,  but  our  hands 

to  do  His  work  today, 
He  has  no  feet,  but  our  feet  to  lead 

men  in  His  way ; 
He  has  no  tongue,  but  our  tongues  to 

tell  men  how  He  died  ; 
Christ  has  no  help  but  our  help  to 

bring  men  to  His  side." 


Hvmn  Prayer:  "Take  My  Life  and 
Let  It  Be."  No.  492,  Hymnal  of  the 
Reformed  Church. 


Girls'  Missionary 
Guild 

Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary 


Wanted  girls  of  the  G.  M.  G.  to  be 
Stewardesses !  March  is  Stewardship 
month.  The  program  as  outlined  for  this 
month  is  the  first  part  of  chapter  four, 
"Christian  Missions  and  America's 
Racial  Attitude,"  in  New  Paths  for  Old 
Purposes.  How  can  we  use  the  idea  of 
Stewardship  in  talking  about  "Race 
Attitude?" 

Girls  of  G.  M,  G.  are  Stewardesses  for 
the  Lord  and  can  help  break  down  the 
race  prejudice,  which  exists  in  America. 
How  do  you  react  toward  non-white 
races  ?  How  does  your  local  church  meet 
the  racial  situation?  Are  the  non-white 
races  of  your  community  treated  with  re- 
spect? Discuss  these  questions  in  addi- 
tion to  those  outlined  in  the  "Program 
Helps"  and  determine  for  yourselves  how 
you  may  be  Stewardesses  in  bringing 
Christ  to  these  non-white  races. 


Officers  of  Girls'  Missionary  Guild, 
Japanese  Reformed  Church, 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


1928] 


Woman's  Missionary  Society 


47 


In  reply  to  a  letter  sent  out  to  each 
Guild  many  very  interesting  letters  have 
been  coming  into  the  office.  We  learn  that 
we  have  numerous  wide-awake  Guilds, 
which  are  doing  many  worth-while  things. 
One  Guild,  v/ith  only  ten  members,  does 
something  every  month  to  make  someone 
happy.  Many  are  reading  the  books  on 
the  ''Reading  List."  Perhaps  next  month 
we  will  have  reports  of  those  who  have 
read  at  least  five  of  the  books. 


Yes,  through  life,  death,  through  sorrow  and 
through  sinning. 
He  shall  suffice  me,  for  He  hath  sufficed ; 

Christ  is  the  end,  for  Christ  was  the  begin- 
ning, 

Christ  the  beginning,  for  the  end  is  Christ. 

— F.  W.  H.  Myers. 


We  are  on  sure  ground  when  we  endeavor 
to  work  back  to  the  mind  of  God  from  our 
knowledge  of  the  mind  of  Christ. 

— O.  Hardman. 


Life's  uncertainties  give  us  a  new  hold  upon 
the  everlasting. 

— Mark  Guy  Pearse. 


The  Mission  Band 

Lucy  WelTY,  Secretary 


The  Call 

HOW  did  it  happen,  Eliza  Agnew, 
that  you  won  a  thousand  girls  in 
Ceylon  to  Christ?"  "It  did  not  happen," 
said  this  mother  of  a  thousand  daughters. 
''When  I  was  but  a  little  girl,  my  teacher 
told  me  of  the  need  of  missionaries  and 
I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  go." 

"How  did  it  happen,  James  Chalmers, 
that  you  became  a  missionary?"  "It  did 
not  happen,"  replied  James  Chalmers. 
"When  I  was  but  a  little  boy  my  Sunday 
School  teacher  read  extracts  from  mis- 
sionary letters  to  us.  I  went  home  from 
Sunday  School  one  day  and,  going  to  my 
room,  knelt  down  and  asked  God  if  / 
might  be  a  missionary." 

If  the  tiny  mustard  seeds  sown  in  the 
above  hearts  brought  such  effective 
results,  what  may  be  the  answer  if  mis- 
sions is  taught  regularly  and  effectively 
to  all  our  children?  Are  we,  as  members 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and 
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Girls'  Missionary  Guild,  doing  our  full 
duty  by  giving  our  time  and  efforts  to 
those  afar — who  undoubtedly  need  our 
help  and  our  prayers ;  or  would  we  gain 
our  goal  more  quickly  by  directing  our 
eyes  and  our  efforts  toward  the  children 
at  our  feet,  who  must  take  up  the  torch 
and  carry  it  on  when  our  days  of  useful- 
ness are  gone? 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and 
the  Girls'  Missionary  Guild  are  composed 
of  grown-ups  and  can  manage  their  own 
organizations.  But  the  Mission  Band  is 
composed  of  children  and  must  depend  on 
the  adult  societies  for  guidance  and  sup- 
port. Will  you  not,  as  members  of  these 
organizations,  answer  the  call  as  set  forth 
in  the  packet  leaflets — that  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  assume  the  support 
of  the  Mission  Band  and  the  Girls'  Mis- 
sionary Guild  the  leadership?  The  Mis- 
sion Band  work  has  heretofore  been  a  hit- 
or-miss  problem,  depending  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  willing  spirit  of  a  few  con- 


scientious individuals.  Never  can  thii 
weakest  link  in  our  missionary  chain  b< 
strengthened  by  ''chance"  workers.  W( 
must  adopt  a  system  that  w^ill  answer  th< 
call  for  leaders  and  support.  Will  no' 
each  woman  and  each  girl  look  upon  thi: 
problem  as  her  duty?  ^M11  she  no 
think  about  it,  consider  it  in  her  hear 
and  act  upon  it? 

From  every  part  of  the  Church  come; 
the  cry,  ''Send  us  a  leader!"  But  w( 
cannot  send  you  a  leader.  Leaders  musi 
be  found  in  your  midst.  And  they  ar( 
legion,  if  their  eyes  were  made  to  see 
We  must  help  them  to  see  and  to  realize 
the  importance  of  this  great  task.  Whc 
knows?  Perhaps  you  are  the  chosen  one 
May  we,  as  a  society,  turn  to  our  Mastei 
for  light  and  consecration  and  leadership  i 
May  we,  as  individuals,  earnestly  seek  o\ 
Him  to  give  us  open  minds  to  the  chil- 
dren's problem,  open  hearts  to  their  cause 
and  wisdom  and  strength  to  carry  il 
throus^h. 


100  PER  CENT  HONOR  ROLL 


The  following  Societies  are  100  per  cent — every  member  a 
subscriber  to  The  Outlook  of  Missions: 


Salem.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Meinke. 
St.  John's,  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  E.  Fledderjohann. 
First,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Plott. 
First,  Nashville.  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Mclntyre. 
St.  James,  AUentown,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Warren  Koch. 
First,  Easton,  Pa. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Sterner, 
Phillipsburg,  N.  J. 
First,  Burlington,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Z.  A.  Fowler. 
Grace,  Detroit.  Mich. 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Franks 
Waukegan,  111. 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Joyce 
Zion's  Church,  Lenoir,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Self. 


St.  John's,  Whetstone,  Ohio 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Gibson 

R.  4  Bucyrus,  Ohio 
Zion,  Sheboygan,  Wis.  (J.  W.  M.  S. ) 

Miss  Mildred  Schaeve. 
Saron's,  Linton,  Ind. 

Miss  Bertha  Berns. 
St.  Paul's,  Wolf's,  Pa., 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Neiman,  York.  Pa. 
Third,  Youngstown.  Ohio. 

Mrs.  L.  V.  Keslar. 
St.  Luke's,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Kathryn  M.  Planck. 
St.  Paul's,  East  AUentown,  Pa. 

Miss  Sallie  Kresge. 
Zion's  Church.  Culver.  Tnd. 

Mrs.  Clemmens  Miller. 
First,  Gary,  Ind. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Stephan 
Christ.  Codorus,  Pa. 

Miss  Gertrude  Crone 


Four  Bookg  You  Should  Possess 


Fifty  Years  of  ' 
Foreign  Missions  in 
the  Reformed  Church 


DR.  GEORGE  W.  RICHARDS 
Compiler 


A  book  of  rare  value  to 
those  who  wish  a  correct 
history  of  our  Foreign  Mis- 
sion work. 


Forty  Years  in 
Japan 


DR.  JAIRUS  P.  MOORE 
Author 


The  story  of  the  growth  of 
our  Japan  Mission  told  by 
one  who  gave  his  life  to  the 
work. 


Price — ^Three  Dollars  Postpaid 
A  Special  Offer 


The  Martyr 

of 

Huping 

Dr.  Allen  R.  BartBl 

OMEW 

Author 

A  pen  picture  of  the  heroic 

life  and  death  of  our 

Mis- 

sionary  Reimert. 

Tohoku 

The  Scotland  of  Japan 


DR.  CHRISTOPHER  NOSS 
Author 


Giving  the  best  insight  into 
the  life,  customs  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  people  in 
North  Japan. 


Send  all  orders  to 

BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia 


THE  BOARDS  OF  MISSIONS  QF  GENERAL  SYNOD 

H«idcni«rtf«:  310  SchdSF  Bunding,  1505^^ce  Street,  Philadelphia 
BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 


President, 
RcT.  Charles  E.  Miller.  D.D..  LL.D 
Vice-President, 
ReT.  C.  B.  Schneder,  D.D. 
General  Secretary, 
Rer.  Charles  E.  Schaeffer.  D.D. 
Recording  Secretary, 
ReT.  Frederick  C.  Seitz.  D.D. 
Treasurer, 
Joseph  S.  Wise 
Superintendents, 
Joseph  S.  Wise,  Church-building. 
Rev.  James  M,  Mullan,  Eastern. 
RcT.  John  C.  Homing,  D.D.,  Central-West. 
Rev.  Edward  F.  Evemeyer.  Pacific  Coast. 
RcT.  T.  P.  Bolliger.  D.D..  Northwest. 
Ralph  S.  Adams.  Country  Life. 


Field  Secretory, 
ReT.  William  F.  DeLong,  D.D. 
Attorney  for  the  Board, 
F.  C.  Brunhouse,  Esq. 
Members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
RftT.  Charles  E.  Miller.  D.D..  LL.D.,  ReT^  C.  B 
Schneder.  D.D.,  Rct.  Frederick  C.  Seitz.  D.D.,  Rrv 
C.  B.  Alspach,  D.D..  Elder  F.  C.  Brunhouse.  Eaq. 
Members  of  the  Board 
ReT.  Charles  E.  Miller,  D.D.,  LL.D..  Rct.  C.  B 
Schneder,    D.D.,    Rev.    C.    B.    Alspach.    D.D..  Rev 
Jacob  Schmidt,  Rev.  Frederick  C.  Seitz.  D.D..  Rev 
H    Nevin  Kerst,  D.D..  Rev.  Josias  Friedli.  Rev.  J 
C.  Leonard,  D.D  ,  Elder  F.  C.  Brunhouse,  Esq.,  Elder 
E.  L.  Coblentz.  tZfQ.,  Elder  E.  J.  Titlow.  Elder  W.  A 
Ashbaugh. 


President, 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Creitz.  D.D. 
Vice-President, 
Hon.  Horace  Ankeney. 
Secretary, 

Rev.  Alien  R.  Bartholomew,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
Assistant  Secretary, 
Rev.  John  H.  Poorman. 

Treasurer, 
Rev.  Albert  S.  Bromer. 
Legal  Advisor, 
Elder  John  W.  Appel,  Esq. 
Field  Secretaries. 
Rev.  Jacob  G.  Rupp,  D.D.,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Rev.  Daniel  Burghalter,  D.D..  Tiffin. 
Field  Worker, 
Miss  Alliene  S.  DeChant,  Hanover,  Pa. 
Medical  Examiner, 
Dr.  John  H.  Dubba. 


BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

Members  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Creitz.  D.D..  Hon.  Horace  Anke 
ney,  Rev.  Allen  R.  Bartholomew.  D.D..  Rev.  Albert 
S.  Bromer,  Rev.  George  W.  Richards,  D.D.,  LL.D.. 
Elder  David  A.  Miller,  Elder  J.  Q.  Truxal,  Esq. 


Ohio. 


Members  of  the  Board, 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Creitz,  D.D.,  Rev.  Allen  R. 
Bartholomew,  D.D.,  Rev.  Albert  S.  Bromer,  Rev. 
Frederick  Mayer,  D.D.,  Rev.  John  M.  G.  Darms, 
D.D.,  Rev.  Albert  B.  Bauman,  D.D.,  Rev.  George 
W.  Richards,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Lentz, 
D.D.,  Elder  John  W.  Appel,  Esq.,  Elder  George  F. 
Bareis,  Elder  WUliam  W.  Anspach,  Elder  Horace 
Ankeney,  Elder  David  A.  Miller,  Elder  J.  Q.  Truxal, 
Esq.,  Elder  Henry  C.  Heckerman. 

Meetings, 

Annual  Board  Meeting,  first  Tuesday  in  March. 
Executive  Committee  meetings  are  held  monthly  except 
in  July  and  August. 


FORMS  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  MISSIONS 


For  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  of  which  Elder  Joseph  S.  Wise, 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  is  treasurer,  the  sum  of 
  dollars. 


Far  iiu  Boord  of  Foreiffm  MiseioMt. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  State,  ^  of  which  Rev.  Albert  S.  Bromer. 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  is  treasurer,  the  sum  of 
 ...   dollars. 


Prffiden* 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Anewalt,  Alto  Vista  Apartments,  1036 
Walnut  street,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Mrs.  B.  B.  Krammes.  M  Clinton  avenue.  Tiffin 
Ohio. 

Mrs.    Irrin    W.    Hendricks.    259  S 
Chambersburg.  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Joseph   l>evy,   Somerset,  Pa 

Corresponding  Secretary , 
Mrs.   F.   W.   Leich    600   Elberon  avenme 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOC  STY 

SecretaJi    \f  Life  Members  and  Members 


\    in  Memoriam, 

Mlman,  2213  Tioga  street,  Philadel- 


Main  street. 


^of  Mission  Band  Department, 
I'elty,  c/o  St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Honie, 


Ohio. 


Dayton. 


Treasurer. 


Mrs.  R.  W.  Herbster,  Prospect.  Ohio. 

Statistical  Secretary 
Miss  S.  Elizabeth  Zimmerman.  303  Diamond  street, 
Berlin.  Pa.  Executive  Secretary 

Mi3s  Carrie  M.  Kerschner,  416  Schaff  Bldg.,  1505 
Race  street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Director.  Educational  Commission. 
Mrs.    Irvin    W.    Hendricks,    259    S.    Main  •treet, 
Chambershurg.  Pa. 

Literature  and  Student  Secretary. 
Miss  Greta  P.  Hinkle.  416  Schaff  Bldg.,  1505  Race 
street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Secretary  of  Thank  Offering, 
Mrs.  F.  R.  Casselman,  518  Brown  avenue,  Butler,  Pa. 


Mrs.  J. 
phia.  Pa. 

Secrei 

Miss  Luc3 
Greenville. 

Secreta)^J  of  Girls'  Missionary  Guilds  and 
Field  Worker  of  Mission  Bands. 
Miss  Ruth  Heinmiller,  2969  W.  25th  street,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Secretary  of  Printing. 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Gekeler,  3861  W.  20th  street,  Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 

W.  M.  S.  Editor  Outlook  of  Missions. 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Lentz,  Bangor,  Pa. 

Historian, 

H.  Diehm,  255  Hamilton  street,  Rochester. 


Mrs. 

N.  Y 


Secretory  of  Temperance, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Bost,  Hickory,  N.  C. 


Secretary  of  Stewardship. 
Mrs.   John   Lentz,   Milton,  Pa. 
Secretary,  Central  West. 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Back.  Sauk  City,  Wis. 
Secretary,  Organisation  and  Membership. 
Mrs  Abram  Simmons.  203  E.  Washington  street, 
Bluffton,  Ind. 


